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For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS. 


(Continued from page 164.) 


79. What is the proper use of rea- | 
son, in ascertaining what the scrip-| 
- tures teach? 

Ans. Reason is to be employed in| 
ascertaining the meaning of the lan-| 
guage of scripture, by applying to it | 
the same rules of inte rpretation that are | 
applied to other writings; not to ascer- 
tain what the bible ought to teach, 
but what it does teach. It is to be 
employed also in comparing such facts 
and such principles as are taught in the 
scriptures expressly, and discovering 
what are the legitimate conclusions 
which flow from them. It may not 
always be fair to impute to merely hu- | 
man writers all the consequences | 
which legitimately flow from their prin- | 
ciples; because they are fallible, and | 
their knowledge i is limited, and they | 
may not see nor admit all the conse- | 
quences which necessarily flow from 
what they teach. But ifa principle is 
true, all its legitimate consequences 
must be true also. And the Holy | 
Spirit being infallible, and knowing all 
things, whatever is a fair inference 
from what is expressly taught, is also 
as really taught as that from which it 
is the inference. In deducing conse- 
quences, however, from scripture prin- 
ciples, we ought to be careful that they 
are legitimate consequences, and not 
those which are merely supposed to be 
such. 

80. Are we at liberty to reject any 
thing the bible teaches, when it ap- 
pears contrary to reason? If we are, 
of what authority is the bible? If we 


YOu, IV. 





are not, how can we believe that which 
appears contrary to reason? 

Ans. We cannot be at liberty to re- 
ject what the bible teaches, if it does 
appear to us contrary to reason; for 
if we are, the bible has ne authority. 
Priestley plainly sets up his reason 
above the testimony of scripture, in his 
remarks upon the words of Christ in 
relation to his ascending up “where he 
was before.” He declares that sooner 
than admit the notion of the pre-exist- 
ence of Christ, he would believe that 
the apostle had not an accurate recol- 
lection of our Lord’s words. And 
Wesley does the same, in declaring 
that it would be better to say a text of 
scripture had no meaning, than to ad- 
mit that it can teach the doctrine of pre- 
destination. Such declarations show 
that men employ their reason to deeide 
first what the bible ought to teach, and 
then to interpret it so as to make it 
teach what they have previously de- 
cided it must. They build their sys- 
tems, not upon the bible, but upon their 
own reason; and make use of the 
scriptures no further than they can 
make them bend to their purposes. 
On the contrary, however, if a passage 
of scripture appears to us contrary to 
reason, we ought to distrust our own 
wisdom, rather than the wisdom of 
God. We can, and ought to believe 
it, on the testimony of God, whether 
| we fully see its reasonableness, cr not. 
| His understanding is infinite; but ours 
is extremely limited. It may appear 
to us contrary to reason, when it is not 
so in reality. And if we have clearly 
ascertained that the bible says it, we 
ought to conclude that it is, in reality, 
consistent with reason, and that all the 
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Theological Questions. 


difficulty is to be ascribed to our igno- |] Under certain circumstances the He: 


rance, or to our unw 
it So. 

81. What general rule is to be ob- || 
served in the interpretation of scrip- 
ture? 

Ans. Let it be understood accord- 
ing to the plainest and most obvious 
import of the words. In ascertaining 
what that is, observe how the words 
are used elsewhere; compare this with 
the context; consider the subject of 
discourse, and the object of the writer 
in the whole connexion; and then let 
the language be understood according 
to its most obvious sense, when used 
in such a manner, and in such a con- 
nexion. 

82. It is admitted that the same 
terms are used sometimes literally and 
sometimes figuratively; how shall we 
know which way to understand them? 

Ans. They ought to be understood 
literally, unless there is something in 
the connexion, or,in the subject of dis- 
course, which shows that they are not 
to be so understood. If they are used 
figuratively, it will usually be obvious 
from the connexion that they are so 
used, and also what is the meaning of 
the figure. If there is nothing in the 
connexion to shew that they are used 
figuratively, we must not conclude they 
are so used, merely beeause it is more 
agreeable to the system we have em- 
braced. We cannot be at libe rty to 
understand a term literally or figura 
tively, at our pleasure. 

83. It is admitted that certain uni- 
versal terms are sometimes to be un- 
derstood in a limited sense; how shall 
we know when to understand them in 
their limited, and when in their unlim- 
ited sense? 

Ans. They ought to be understood 
in their unlimited sense, unless their 
is something in the connexion, or some- 
thing in the nature of the subject of 
discourse, which plainly affixes to them 
some Rmnitation. The words everlas- || 
ting and forever are of this kind. 


illingness to have | 


brew servant was to remain a servant 
| for ever; that is, as long as he was ca- 
pable, as long as he lived. Lverlast- 
ing life means, life without end; and 
everlasting punishment, punishment 
without end. 

84. What rule is to be observed in 
the interpretation of parables? 

Ans. ‘They are intended to illus- 
trate some one great truth, and to 
make a forcible impression of it upon 
the mind. ‘That truth is in general 
sufficiently obvious. All the other 
parts are put in to fill up the picture, 
and are not to be supposed, each one 
by itself, to teach some particular 
truth. 

85. Hew many different meanings 
are to be allowed tothe same passage 
of scripture? 

Ans. One only. To allow that the 
same passage has several meanings, 
and that in the literal meaning it teach- 
es one thing, and in the spiritual 
meaning another, opens a wide door 
to enthusiasm, and encourages men to 
take their own imaginations for a 
guide, rather than the word of God. 
It is believed not to be inconsistent 
with this answer to admit, that some 
persons, some actions, and some 
events, in the Old Testament, were 
typical of others in the New; and that 


| the prophetic writer sometimes has a 


primary reference to one person or 
event as a type of another, and an ul- 
timate reference to some later person 
or event, as the antitype of the former. 
We ought, however, to be cautious o! 
making Old Testament persons or e- 
vents typical, unless they are so recog- 
nized by the scriptures themselves. 
86. What evidence have we that 
the scriptures are complete, and that 
no addition to them is to be expected? 
Ans. We have their own testimony. 
The book of Revelation, which de- 
scribes the events that are to take place 
till the end of the world, closes with 
“For I testi- 


They mean the longest duration of || fy unto every man that heareth the 


which the subject is capable. The 
everlasting hills mean, the hills which 
will remain while the world stands. 


this solemn declaration: 


words of the prophecy of this book, if 
any man shall add unto these things, 
| Ged shall add unto him the plagues 
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/ 
that are written in this book; and if a- || not be understood by any but inspired 
ny man shall take away from the words || men, that by themselves they are no 
of the book of this prophecy, God || revelation, and no better than a sealed 
shall take away his part out of the || book. But they are a revelation, and 
book of life, and out of the holy city, || are sufficient to furnish the man of 
and from the things which are written || God thoroughly, unto all good works. 
inthis book.” The sufficiency of the |} To suppose the spirit of inspiration 
scriptures is affirmed, in 2 Tim. 3. 16, || necessary to tell us what the scriptures 
17, “All scripture is given by inspira- || mean, is to suppose the scriptures of 
tion of God, and is profitable for doc- |! little or no use; for if every man must 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for in- || be inspired in order to understand the 
struction in righteousness; that the || truth, he may understand it from the 
man of God may be perfect, thorough- || spirit of inspiration, as well without as 
ly furnished wnto all good works.” || with the written word. And this efs 
And a curse is denounced against any || fect of the notion is discernible in those 
who pretend tu declare any new or dif- || who imagine themselves inspired, as it 
ferent gospel; Gal. 1. 8,9, “But though |} leads them to neglect and despise the 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach | written word, and to take their own 


any other gospel unto you, than that || feelings and impressions for a guide. 
which we have preached unto you, let || If it is impressed upon their minds 
him be accursed. As we said before, 
so say I now again, if any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed.” 
87. What evidences ought we to 
require, in order to support a new rev- 
elation? proof that they are doing right, and no 
Ans. We ought to require sufficient || scripture evidence to the contrary has 


that they must do this or that, they con- 
| 
evidence to prove that the bible is not | any weight with them. If it is strong- 


sider it a kind of inspiration, and feel 
bound to obey, whether it is according 
to the bible, or the contrary. If they 
find great satisfaction of mind in op- 
posing the truth, they consider it as a 


a revelation from God, and ought to be jj ly impressed upon their minds that a 
rejected; or else, that it is defective, certain event will take place, which 
and does not declare itself to be com- || they much desire, and for which the’ 
plete. In the former case we ought to || ardently pray; they consider that im 
require better evidence to support aj| pression asa kind of inspiration, and 
new revelation, than has been furnish- |}, are confident the event will take place 
ed to support the old; in the latter case, || and sometimes venture to predict it, 
we ought to require the same evidence lat the scriptures have foretold 
to support the new, that supports the || no such thing. And if the event hap- 
old. Those who pretend to new rev-|| pens, sometimes, to answer theif ex- 
elations ought to support their claims || pectations, they are strongly confirmed 
by miracles and prophecies, as undeni- || in the conceit of their being divinely in- 
able and convincing, as those of Christ || spired. “Lf it is strongly impressed up- 
and his apostles; or else they ought on their minds that they are christians, 
not to be believed. and that their sins are forgiven them, 
88. How far ought we to expect the they consider itas the witness of the di- 
spirit of inspiration, to explain to us| vine Spirit, a kind of testimony by in- 
what the scriptares mean? spiration or revelation, and are very 
Ans. We ought not to expect it at | confident in the belief of it, although 
all. The age of inspiration is past. oe they may have none of the scriptural 
When the canon of scripture was com- | marks of the childrenof God. In this 
pleted, and put into the hands of the way the notion of being divinely inspi- 





church, inspiration was no longer. ne- red leads many to neglect the use of the 
scriptures and cast contempt upon them 





cessary. To suppose the spirit of in- 
spiration necessary to tell us what the 
scriptures mean, is to suppose they can- 


while they follow their own imagina- 
tions as a better guide. The notion 
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of inspiration being necessary to under- || word of wisdom; to another the word 


stand the scriptures, if once admitted, 
would put an end to all certainty. For 
those who imagine themselves divine- 
ly inspired, differ from each other in 
their interpretations of scripture, as 
widely as they do from those who 
make no such pretensions. 


ter every deceiver, and to be blown a- 


bout by every wind of doctrine, as is | 


Be- 


men are condemned, in the scrip- 


abundantly evident from facts. 
sides, 


ture 


who are not divinely inspired are in to- 
tal darkness, and cannot be condem- 
ned for abusing what they have not. 
89. How do you answer the objec- 
tion, that all christians have the influ- 


prophets wrote? 


Ans. It is, indeed, the same Spirit, | 


but ‘there are diversities of operations.’ 


influences of the Spirit. Phe proph-| 
ets and apostles had these, in common | 
with all the saints. But they had more. 


All real saints, even in that day, were | 
The apos- | 
ctles reckoned the sanctifying influences | 
cof the Spirit as more excellent than his || 
Ifthey had the | 
former, but were destitute of the latter, | 
the former would prepare them for | 


not prophets nor apostles. 


miraculous influences. 


the everlasting enjoyment of God; 


but if they had the latter, and were des- | 
titute of the former, they reckoned that. 


they should be no better than a soun- 
ding brass or atinkling cymbal. This 


fully appears from the 12th and 13th) 
chapters of the first vepistle to the Co- | 


rinthians. 


It is evident from what is | 


| 
| 


This no- | 
tion exposes men to be led astray af- | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


| 
| 


s, for having the light and abusing | 
it; but if this notion is correct, those | 





| 





ences of the Holy Spirit, and that is the | 
same spirit by which the apostles and | 





of knowledge by the same spirit; to a- 
nother faith by the same spirit; to a- 
nother the gifts of healing by the same 
spirit; to another the working of mir- 
acles; to another prophecy; to another 
discerning of spirits; to another diverse 
kinds of tongues; to another the inter- 
pretation of tongues: but all these work- 
eth that one and the self same Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as he 
will. And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles; secondarily 
prophets; thirdly, teachers; after that, 
miracles; then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments diversities of tongues. Are 
al! apostles? are all prophets? are all 
teachers? are all workers of miracles? 
have all the gifts of healing? do all speak 
with tongues? do allinterpret?” 

90. What evidence have we that 
miracles have ceased? 

Ans. We have the best possible ev- 
idence. We see no miracles perform- 


ed; and we have no credible evidence 
All real christians have the sanctifying || 


| 


there said, not only thai there is a dif- | 


terence between the sanctifving infla-_ 


ences of the Spirit and his inspiring and | 


miraculous influences, and that the for- 


mer were to be preferred to the latter; | 
but also that there were diversities of | 


operations of the same Spirit,by which | 
diversities of miraculous gifts were pro-| 


duced according to the necessities of || 


the church in its then present situation. | 


“Sor to one is given by the Spirit the & 





that any are performed which we do 
not see. We learn from the scriptures 
that the design of miracles was to au- 
| thenticate claims to a divine mission. 
tor this purpose they were performed 
by the prophets, by Christ, and by his 
apostles. Since the scriptures have 
been completed, and put into the hands 
ofthe church, accompanied by suffi- 
cient evidence that they are from God, 
miracles are no longer necessary, and 
have ceased. The scriptures are the 
standard by which every man’s charac- 
ter and every man’s instructions are to 
be tried. “'To the law, and to the testi- 
mony; if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light 


in them.” PHILALETHES. 
<= J37e 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
TIME OF BEGINNING THE SABBATIIL. 
Messrs. Enirors, 

Il have noticed, in the Utica Chris- 
tian Repository, a number of comma- 
nications, treating on the time of be- 
ginning the Sabbath. And not find- 
ing all the arguments for my own 
practice, prese mnted in a satisfactory 
manner, I have thought proper to o!- 


Lic 
hi 
su 
th 


to 
di 
sh 
pl 
gi 


eV 


di 


LO 








“™ (2 Ch we 


Ore we 


“i 


or 


Time of beginning the Sabbath. 229 


fer a few remarks for the considera- || rection of Christ, being on the mor- 


tion of the Christian public. 


In the | ning of the first day of the week, ap- 


history of creation, we find that the |! pears io furnish as great an argument 


sun was to rule the day, and the moon | 


‘ 
! 


the night. | 


Now the line of division, which | 


they make, is between light and dark- | 
ness. This obvious line may be seen | 
in the evening and in the morning.— 
It is reasonable then, to expect, that | 
the Sabbath would begin at one or | 
the other, of these seasons. | 

Accordingly we find the Scriptures | 
to teach us, that the Jewish sabbath | 
did begin in the evening, as has been | 
shown in the former communications. | 
Therefore if any change has taken | 
place, with regard to the time of be- | 
ginning the Sabbath, it is from the | 
evening to the morning: from one | 
dividing line, to the other. | 

I will now offer a few reasons to | 
show, that when the day was changed | 
from the seventh, to the first day of | 


aaah ann NS 


| 


| for beginning in the morning, as for 
| keeping the first day of the week. 

| But perhaps it will be said, that we 
do not know the precise time of the 
| resurrection. > 

Answer. The time when the res- 
urrection was made manifest, is clearly 
taught. 

And it appears to me, that a critical 
examination of the account given by 
Matthew, will afford satisfactory evi- 
dence, that the resurrection took place, 
as it began to dawn. 

The coming of the women to the 
sepulchre, the earthquake, and the 
opening of the sepulchre, are mention- 
ed in the same tense. Furthermore, 
at the same time that the women went 
to inform the disciples, some of the 
watch went to inform the priests. 

Now if this event took place at the 





the week, the time of beginning it || dawn of the day, therf it took place, 
was changed from the evening to the || at the very point of time, where 


morning. Some of the most power- 
ful arguments for changing the day, 
appear to be accompanied with ar- 
guments of equal weight, for changing 
the time of beginning the day. 

1. The resurrection of Christ being 
on the first day of the week, isa rea- 
son for observing that day as Sab- 
bath. But the resurrection of Christ 
teok place in the morning. ‘There- 
fore, if we commence the Sabbath in 
the evening, we shall date back in such 


a manner, that in some sense, we shall | 


commemorate an event before it trans- 
pired, or we shall commemorate time 
on account of an event before the time 
of the event: and the first Sabbath 
could not be kept from the beginning. 
Now we have evidence, that the first 


seventh day Sabbath commenced im- | 


mediately, when the work of creation 
was finished: for we read that God 
ended his work on the seventh day, 
and rested the seventh day: Gen. 2.2. 
Now it appears reasonable to suppose, 
that the Christian Sabbath should be- 
gin at the very time, when the Savior 
finished his office work, respecting the 
redemption of man. 





Thus the resur- ! 


| there is a dividing line. And perhaps 
| the reason why the Savior chose that 
| time, was that the Sabbath might be- 
| gin where a visible token can be seen. 
| A writer in the Repository, bas en- 
| deavored to show, that the Jewish 
|| Sabbath commenced as soon as the 
| 





sun was below the horizon. One ar- 
gument for this, was the idea, that the 
line of division was most visible at 
that point. 
This line might be more plain than 
any other, if the body of the sun, 
— visible at all times, and in all 
| places, when above the horizon. But 
|| considering ‘that the body of the sun 
| is invisiblesso much of the time, and 
|| the exact time of its setting below the 


| 


| horizon, can never be known by any 
visible sign, except when the sun can 
| be seen while above, it appears, that 
|| the dividing line is more plain between 
| light and darkness. And this applies 
| equally to the morhing, as to the eve- 
ning. Furthermore, it appears that in 
| Scripture, it is called the rising of the 
‘| sun, after the dawn. ‘Thus one of the 
'| Evangelists speaks of the women com- 
ing to the sepulchre, as it began to 
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230 On the Beginning and 
dawn; another at the rising of the sun; 
and one while it was yet dark. But | 
we have reason to believe, that they 
all referred to the same time. The 
sun was to rule the day; but his rule 
begins when the light of the day be- 
gins; and he continues to rule until his 
rays cease to enlighten the earth. 

2. There may be some evidence of 
the day being changed from the man- 
ner in which the Savior and his dis 
ciples spent the resurrection day. 
But there is, at least, as much evi- 
dence for keeping the evening after 
the day. In the 20th chap. of John, 
we are informed, that Jesus met with | 
his disciples the same day at evening, | 
(being the first day of the week.) | 
And he pronounced peace unto them. 

Now as this meeting was in the | 
evening, it is, at least, as much ev- 
idence that this evening was Sabbath, |! 
as - day which preceded it. 


3. One powerful argument for the 
ahaa of the day, is the example of | 
the Apostles, in keeping the first day of 
the week. 

In the 20th chap. of Acts, we are 
informed, that Paul tarried seven days 
at ‘T'roas, and on the first day of the 
week, the disciples came together to 
break bread. But this meeting was 
held until break of day the next 
morning; and the breaking of bread, 
took place late inthe night. We can 


find no account of any thing, which | 


transpired at this meeting, except | 
what transpired during the evening or 
night. But we are informed, that: 
they had preaching, and broke bread 
during the night. Thus the meeting 
was held in the night, and the object 
of the meeting was acotmaglished in 
the night of the first di ay of the week: 
for we find that at break of day, Paul 
departed, (it being called the mor- 
xow.) Not only so, if this evening 
did not belong to the first day of the 
week, the disciples were frustrated in 
their purpose, and performed that on 
the second day, which they intended || 
sto have performed on the first. But if 
this evening had been the commence- 
ment of the first day of the week, 
would Paul have departed the first 
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morning, and would it have been call: 
ed the morrow, as scon as the morn. 
ing appeared? 

Thus it appears, that this example, 
of keeping the first day of the week, is 
an example of keeping the evening af- 
tertheday. Therefore if we conclude 
[that this example is no evidence that 

| the evening after the day, is Sabbath, 
‘then we give up one of the plainest 
examples on record, for considering 
the first day of the week, as Sabbath. 
| Now when one of the most power- 
| ful arguments for keeping the first day 
of the week, as Sabbath, is accompa- 
‘nied with one of the same nature, and 
in itself equally power ful, for begin- 
ae in the morning: and one of the 
| plainest examples of keeping the first 
| day of the week, as Sabbath, is an ex- 
_ample of keeping the evening after the 
day, I can see no reason why we 
| should require greater evidence to 
“prove one point, than the other. But 
it may be said, that there are other ey- 
| idences, to prove the first day Sabbath. 
| This is admitted, but they de not con- 
| tradict these evidences on either point. 
| Not only so; these three reasons, 
which have been named, appear suffi- 
cient to satisfy us on one point, if they 
| were the only witnesses. Why then 
ought we not to admit their testimo- 
| ny on the other point? Therefore it 


| 
i 
| 





is my practice to begin the Sabbath, 
at the dawn of day, and end it the 


E. 4. 


same time, the next day. 
—— Isp 





For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THE SABBATH. 
, Messrs. Editors: 

;, Lhave observed, with much interest, 


a discussion in the Christian Reposi- 
| tory, respecting the most preper time 
j 
| 
| 





fur commencing the Sabbath. AsI 
am oe that the subject: should 





| tion, and as some of ‘the arguments 
| which influence me upon the question 
‘have not yet appeared, or have not 


been fully stated, I am induced to offer 


‘them for "publication. 
| I regard the Sabbath as a religious 


THE BEGINNING AND ENDING OF | 


cel 
en 
per 
10) 
bec 
fro 
the 
tha 


agr 
to | 
one 
pol 
cle 
inti 
I ¢ 
bec 
are 
cus 


bib 


i tha 


oth 
ap] 
( 


an 

tur 
est: 
Eu 
fro 
uat 
of 


tab 
tha 
of | 
ces 
sec 
ad 
we 
ori 
fer 
tha 
mi 
WO 
qu 


div 
obs 
diy 
the 
risi 
sur 
mi 
Pe 
err 


af- 


th, 
est 
ing 
th. 
ers 
lay 
pa- 
nd 
iN 
the 
rst 
eX- 
the 
we 

to 
Sut 
ev: 
th. 
on- 
nt. 
ns, 
ffi- 
ey 
en 
10- 
> it 
th, 


he 


OF | 


us 


On the Beginning and Ending of the Sabbath. 


23! 


celebration, designed, among other } their days with the sun’s rising; the 
ends, to commemorate two most stu- |! ancient Athenians and Jews, the mod- 


pendous events, Creation and Redemp- 
tion; one day in seven being appointed 
because God rested the seventh day 
from all his works; and the first of 
the seven being observed because on 
that day Christ rose from the dead. 
From the importance of having an 
agreement among Christians in regard | 
to the time of beginning the Sabbath, 
one would conclude, that God had 
pointed out the proper time by some | 
clear intimations of his word. Such 
intimations I believe he has given, and 
I am persuaded, that Christians will | 
become agreed, whenever their minds 
are freed from the influence of human 
customs. While the influence of the 
bible is on one side of the question, | 


i that of custom is exclusively on the 


others and thus a division of sentiment 
appears to have been produced. 

One custom which I think tends to 
an erroneous interpretation of scrip- 
ture upon this subject, is that which is 
established among us, and in several 
European nations, of dividing days 
from midnight to midnight. Habit- 
uated from our infancy to this division | 
of days, without considering its origin, 
we are ready to conclude that it is es- 
tablished by nature, and consequently, 
that a sabbath must be all that portion 
of time which passes between two suc- 
cessive midnights. With regard to 
secular time, this division has obvious 
advantages over any other; and were 
we early informed, that it is of human 
origin, that different nations have dif- 
ferent times of beginning their days; 
that a day does not naturally begin at 
midnight any more than at noon, it 
would be productive of no evil conse- 
quences. 

Dr. Morse, speaking of the various 
divisions of months, weeks, and days, 
observes, “Nations acted, with great 
diversity in fixing the beginning of 
their days; some computing from the 
rising, others from the setting of the 
sun; others from noon, others from 
midnight. The ancient Babylonians, 
Persians, Syrians, and most other east- 
ern nations, the Greeks, &c. began 
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ern Austrians, Bohemians, Silesians, 
Italians; and Chinese, from the sun’s 
setting; the ancient Umbriand Arabi- 
ans, with the modern astronomers, from 
noon; the Egyptians and Romans, 
with the modern English, French, 
Dutch, Germans. Spaniards, Portu- 
guese, from midnight.” 

The division which seems most to 
|| prev ail, is that which makes the days 
begin with the sun’s setting. ‘The 
Chinese and Russians constitute a very 
| large portion of the human race; these 
and several other nations use this di- 
vision. But in considering the ques- 
fore us, all divisions of time es- 
tablished by men for secular purposes 
ought to be disregarded. 

Another thing calculated to strength- 
en the impression that time is naturally 
divided from midnight to midnight, is 
the practice of applying the name of 
any day in the week to the evening 
which immediately follows. We call 
that Tuesday evening which follows 
the setting of the sun on Tuesday; and 
so of the rest. ‘This practice is found- 
ed in utility, rather than in any natura! 
connexion between the day and even- 
ing. Whatever division of time we 

use, the purposes of language require 
that all that portion of the twenty-four 
hours which passes between our rising 
and going to rest, should be marked by 
one name. The same reason leads us 
to apply but one name to a whole 
night; though each night is considered 
as constituting a part of two civil days. 
Did the practice generally prevail of 
rising at one or two o’clock, and pong, 
to rest at the sun’s setting, the name 0 
any given day would probably distin- 
guish the night which precedes it. 

Were names and customs out of the 
way, and were Christians left entirely 
to the influence of the Bible in forming 
their sentiments upon this subject, I 
have no doubt that it would bring them 
unanimously to commence the Sabbath 
at evening. My reasons for this be- 
lief will be stated. 

1. The Israelites, as far as we know 
with certainty, were required to begin 
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and end their religious celebrations at || at the sun’s rising, according to that 
evening. The passover and day of } of the Babylonians, Persians, and Syr- 
atonement, or sabbath of the seventh || | ians, cannot be known, either from this 
month, began and ended at this time. | Verse, or from any other part of the 
Christians, guided exclusively by the | bible. 
word of God, would be inclined to Now is it reasonable to conclude, 
bound the sabbath in the same manner, | that infinite wisdom would command 
unless different boundaries were point- || us to keep a day holy, and not direct 
ed an for that day. when to begin the day? Or, was it in- 
2. All the intimations of scripture / ! tended that we should begin the sab- 
which point to any precise time as | bath at a time, respecting which the 
the beginning of the sabbath, lead us | word of God is entirely silent? 
to conclude that i it began with the even- | 3. But the consideration which ap- 
ing. As Ihave been anticipated by || pears most weighty, is the fact, that 
other writers, [ shall not enlarge upon | | Christ’s resurrection occurred on what 
this point. But I have a remark to || we call Saturday night. Does not this 
make, to which I would invite particu- || fact in connexion with Ex. 12. 42, 
lar attention. ‘The remark will doubt- | furnish an intimation of the divine will 
less appear erroneous to some, and | as clear as the nature of the case _re- 








| 
| 
| 
possibly it will prove to beso. But I || quires? Speaking of the night in which 
venture to make it, because I wish to |] the children of Israel went out of E- 
expose it to examination. It is this— || gypt, and which was commemorated 
Neither the Old nor New Testament | 
contains the least intimation that the | 
sabbath begins at midnight. Let this | 
remark be examined with reference to | 
Neh. 13. 19, “And it came to pass, that | 
when the gates of Jerusalem began to | 
be dark before the sabbath, I com- 
manded that the gates should be shut, 
and charged that they should not be | 
opened till after the sabbath.” What | | 
is there in these words calculated to, 
suggest the idea of midnight? Any | shades of Saturday evening begin to 
person who has formed no oni appear, should not the Christian, who 
upon the subject, and who knows no- || hopes to be raised from the dant In 
thing of the divisions of time ee the likeness of Christ, say to himself, 
lished by men, will not be‘able to learn || “this is that night of the Lord,” which 
from this passage whether the sabbath |} must be sacredly kept in commemora- 
began with the second, third, or fourth || tion of my Redeemer’s triumph over 
watch, or at the rising of thesun. No | the grave? 
point i time is mentioned, except that | If the night of our Saviour’s resur- 
in which it began to be dark, which | rection is to be much observed un- 
was the commencement of the evening. || to the Lord, then, the Sabbath should 
If we do not presume that the sabbath | || commence with the evening; because 
began at that time, who can determine || the hours from midnight to morning 
from the verse when it did begin? are usually devoted to sleep. And if 
The above remak ds equally true || the evening be not religiously kept, the 
when applied to John 20.19. All || night will be so far from being much 
that can be fairly conjectured from this |} observed unto the Lord, that it will 
verse, is, that the evening belonged to || not, in ordinary cases, be observed at 
the day. But whether the day ended | all. Not being spent in any respect 
at midnight according to the reckon- || differently from other nights, it will, to 
ing of the Egyptians and Romans, or || all practical purposes, become a com- 
mon night. 


by the passover, the inspired historian 
says: “Itis a night to be much ob- 
served unto the Lord for bringing them 
out of the land of Egypt.” Now, is 
nat the resurrection of Christ an event 
of much gyeater interest and impor- 
tance to the people of God, than that 
watch was commemorated by the.pass- 
over? And has not Saturday night the 
strongest possible claims to be much 
observed unto the Lord? When the 
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No scriptural reason can be given, || into many difficulties by it, but I hope 
why the next night should be observed, || that the experience I have had will 
rather than that on which our Lord || teach me better in future. 
rose. Let us suppose that on some Th. [hope the things we have learn- 
Wednesday night, at an unknown | ed will do us good as long as we live; 
hour, an event occurs, by which the || and that the high privileges we have 
American churches are delivered from || lately enjoyed will lead us to seek 
impending destruction; that under a || after yet greater attainments, and to be 
grateful sense of Divine interposition, || bold and zealous in the service of our 
ihey determine religiously to observe || Lord and Master. 
one night in each week in commemo- Then I perceived, that, just as they 
ration of the event: Would any doubt |) were saying these things, a man came 
exist, in such a case, whether Wednes- || up behind them, whose name was 
ay night ought to be observed in pre- || latterwell; but the pilgrims knew 
ference to ‘'hursday night? I. 3. || himnot. And having overheard some 

=> of their conversation, he said, 
For the Utica Christian Repository, Fl. Hail! ye highly favored ones, ye 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- || S°tVants of the prince Immanuel, who 


' 
' 


TEENTH CENTURY—BY BUNYANUS. || have undertaken this long ard perilous 
CHAPTER XI; | paunng - the love you bear to his 
‘For Chapters VIII. 1X, X. and XI. see Repository, | pee me prince regards you with 
vol. IIL. pages 47, 166, 229, 270.) | great affection, and is willing to give 
Now, in the morning, I perceived || you a further proof of it. You have, 
that the pilgrims arose strong and vig- | indeed, enjoyed high privileges at the 
orous to pursue their journey; and hav- || house Beautiful, but there are higher 
ing taken leave of the family, and hav- || privileges to be yet enjoyed. You 
ing received from them a letter of intro- | have seen great things there; but you 
duction to such other houses as.had been | shall see greater things than these. - 
built by their Lord for the accommo- || Ard. We have never seen you be- 
dation of pilgrims on the road, they de- || fore; but you speak like one that has 
oarted and went on their way. And || some knowledge of us, and of the ob- 
as they went along, they discoursed || ject of our journey. .We should like 
with each other of the things they had || to know whe you are. 
seen and heard at the house Beautiful, || J°/. Ask not after my name, seeing 
and of the high privileges they had en- || it is a secret. I am a friend to you, 
joyed there; and they were so taken up |j and to the Lord of the way; and am 
with these things that they forgot to || not ignorant of your history. {f know 
read any in their books, as they had || how you forsook all that you had, for 
been wont to do while they passed || the love you bare to the Lord of pil- 
along. grims. And I know all the pains you 
think, said Ardent, that we shall |] have taken to show that love to him, 
be willing to bear cheerfully any re- || and-all the difficulties you have sur- 
proach or persecution to which we || mounted for his sake. I have. done 
may be subjected, for the sake of the || so before you, and have been rewarded 
Lord of the way, since he has endured | for it by being appointed to an honor- 
so much for us. | able station. Iam sent forth to ac- 
Thoughtful. It would, indeed, be | company you a little in your way, and 
unworthy of the name we bear, and of |sto0 speak words of comfort to you; and 
the privileges to which we have been || also to give you some further mani- 
admitted, if we should shrink {rom any || festations of the regard which your 
sufferings to which our Lord shall call || Lord has to you. 
us, | Th. No praise is due to us for what — 
Ard, Thave been rash and hasty, | we have done. It is the King alone 
heretofore, and nave brought myself {that has made us to differ. Had it 
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not been for his distinguishing grace, || the Lord of the way is about to be- 
we had remained to this day in the || stow upon us? 
city of Destruction. Fi. They are privileges granted to 
Fi. I know it; and I am glad to see || but few pilgrims, to such only as he 
you so sensible of it. Humility is a || regards with peculiar affection, and in- 
most excellent trait in the pilgrim’s |} tends for distinguished usefulness. 
character. But I knew you possessed || Yonder is a high tower, from which 
it in an eminent degree; for otherwise || is a most delightful prospect. You 
I should not have been sent out to || can look down from it on all the coun- 
accompany you, and to confer further || try round fur many leagues; and with 
privileges upon you. [It is written, | the aid ofa perspective glass, you can 
“before honor is humility;” and “he || see the celestial city, and all the road 











that humbleth himself shall be exalt- || thither, together with all the by-paths 


ed.” I am persuaded that the Lord 
of the way intends to make you emi- 
nent among pilgrims, and to prepare 
you for great usefulness among them; 
and therefore it is, that having tried 
you hitherto, and found you so faith- 
ful to him, he is ready to grant you 
further marks of his regard. 

Ard. I have not been so faithful to 
him as I ought; nor so firm in his 
ways as my brother Thoughtful. But 
1 hope I shall be more so hereafter. 

Fl. No; none are so faithful to him 
as they ought to be. But you have 
been more sothan many others.— 
Your low opinion of yourself, how- 
ever, is a good sign; and it promises 
well with regard to your future pro- 
gress. 

Th. Your commendation makes me 
ashamed of myself; for it brings to 
mind my numerous imperfections and 
short comings in duty. 

Fl. Thatis well. It shows that you 
are net easily flattered; and so are in 
less danger of being deceived and led 
astray, than those who have less know- 
ledge of their own hearts. 

By this time I perceived that Flat- 
terwell had got a little before them, 
and as they were engaged in conver- 
sation, had turned out of the straight 
road into another path, which yet 
seemed almost as direct as the right 
one, and was leading them on in it 
with a quicker step, while the path by 
degrees turned more from the direct 
road, up an ascent that was so gradual 


Then said Ardent, 


What are the new privileges which || 


| that turn out of it; so that, after hav- 


that the pilgrims did not perceive it. | 


|ing had this discovery, you will be 
eminently qualified to be guides to 
other pilgrims, for which I am persuad- 
ed the Lord of the way intends you. 
Th. We are not worthy of being 
distinguished above others; but if the 
Lord of the way has need of us, in 
any station, we ought not to decline 
it. 
Fl. Tadmire your humility. But 
indeed, it is a most excellent qualifica- 
tion for a place of high distinction. 
So Flatterwell hurried them along, 
ull they reached the tower, and began 
to ascend by a flight of steps that 
wound round in the inside; and I ob- 
served that there were no windows in 
it, only a small sky-light at the top. 
So they ascended, for some time, Flat- 
terwell keeping before, and continual- 
ly talking to them, in the manner he 
had done, of the great regard their 
Lord had for them, and of the high 
honor to which he was now admitting 
them, in favoring them to visit this 
tower, and enjoy the discoveries which 
were to be made when they arrived at 
thetop. Now when they had reached 
a great height, I saw that Flatterwell, 
in his eagerness to hurry them along, 
not taking heed to his own sieps, 
made a slip with his feet, and fell to 
the bottom, where he was dashed in 
pieces. At this the pilgrims stopped, 
in great amazement and sat down on 
the steps, to prevent falling them- 
selves, for their heads grew dizzy. 
Then said Thoughtful to his com- 
| panion what does this mean? 
Then said Ardent, I cannot tell; I 
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fear I shall fall too; for my head is || and further consulted their books, they 
very dizzy. found written therein, “Return, ye 
backsliding children, and I will heal 


th. And so ismine. I fear to look ve 
| your backslidings.” 


What shall we do? 
Ard. T know not. This is a fear- 
‘ul place. Shall we try to go down? 


lown. 
Then after they were alittle revived, 
(for their heads were still much affect- 
Th. Ah me! I have forgotten to ed,) they considered the tower and its 
look in my bookto-day. But I know reneennt and found written over the 
not whether [ can see to read. There | Goo wy waice they had weg ate 
is so little light here: and my head is ! Tower of Spiritual Pride.” ‘They 
Pp ey sh ted | Saw, moreover, that it stood upon the 
| brink of a precipice, on looking down 
But let || which they saw the bones of many 
Perhaps we || who had been led up to the top of the 
| tower, and thrown down from thence, 

So Thoughtful plucked his book out | by Flatterwell and his companions. 
of his bosom, and opened it, and read || Then they remembered that it was 
therein asfollows: “Pride goeth before || written, “Behold, I am against thee, 
destruction; and a haughty spirit be- || Oh thou most proud, saith the Lord 
fore a fall.’ Then his hand shook, God of Hosts: for thy day is come, 





Ard. 4 have forgotten too. 
us try to read a little. 
shall get some direction. 





and his head was affected again, so 
that he could not see, for some time. 
And Ardent looked into the book, and 
found where it was written, “The 
Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, 
and the tongue that speaketh proud 
things.” 
again, and read, “Meddle not with 
him that flattereth with his lips. A 
lying tongue hateth those that are af- 
flicted by it; anda flattering mouth 
worketh ruin.” 


Then I perceived that the pilgrims 
were sore amazed, and trembled for 
fear. For they began to be sensible 
that they must have got out of the 
rigut road, and had been flattered by 
the man they had followed, who had 
now met with the destruction he was 
probably intending for them. Sothey 
crept down the steps, as well as they 
could, which they now perceived to 
be very slight, and threatening every 
moment to give way, and precipitate 
them upon the pavement below, where 
Flatterwell had been dashed in pieces. 


So, aftera long time, I saw that 





‘ 


they had reached the bottom in safety, | 
and having earnestly besought their | 
Lord and King to forgive them for 
hearkening to this deceiver, and turn- 
ing out of the right path; and having 
begged for direction and deliverance, 


Then Thoughtful looked 








| 
| 


|the time that I will visit thee. And 
| the most proud shall stumble and fall, 
and none shall raise him up.” 


. Now I observed, that though their 
heads were less giddy, since they had 
reached the ground, they complained 
to each other of a violent pain in the 
breast; attended with distressing faint- 
ness, so that they could scarcely stand 
upon their feet. Yet, after reading a 
while in their books, they recovered a 
little, so that they began to return by 
the way that they came, creeping on 
softly, as well as they could, till, at 
length they reached the high road. 
Ilere they kneeled down, and gave 
thanks to the Lord of the way, for 
their deliverance from this so great a 
danger, and for restoring them to the 
right way; and then they went forward, 
carefully pondering the path of their 
feet. So, taking heed to their steps, 
they went down into the valley of Hu- 
miliation, without getting any slip by 
he way. Now the air of this valley 
was very agreeable and refreshing to 
them, and they had not been long in 
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it before they found themselves much 


recovered from the sickness they had 
felt. The dizziness in their heads was 
gone, the pain in their breasts was 
greatly relieved, and they had no. 
more turns of faintness. 
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It is an easy task to construe passa- | 
ges of scripture different ways, and it | 
is easy to multiply rules of exposition 
by which to interpret the sacred ora- | 
cles. Much labor and ingenuity have 
been called into requisition in this em- 
ployment since the scriptures were 
first given to mankind, most of which |! 
has only tended to multiply difficulties, 





ee 


and increase the discord of opinion on 
religious subjects. Many of the rules 
of exposition which have been propos- 


be understood, than the passages of 
scripture to which they are applied. 
it is however an important inquiry 
whether there is not an infallible key, 
by which to ascertain the true mean- 
ang of scripture. Our Lord said to 
his hearers, “If any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God.” The leading 
thought on the face ef this passage ap- | 
pears to be this, Those who have an | 
obedient heart, may infallibly know 
the true meaning of every essential 
doctrine and requirement of revela- 
tron. 

In support of this proposition it may | 
be remarked, in the first place, that an 
obedient heart removes the most effec- | 
tual obstacle inthe way of understand- | 
ing the true meaning of every essen- | 
tial doctrine and duty of the gospel. | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


A benevolent man is pursuing the | 
same great design which God is pursu- } 


ing. He feels as God feels, and acts | 
in concert with him, according to his | 
ability, in all his plans and operations. | 

He therefore will not wish to mis- | 
understand the scriptures. If anv of | 
the designs of God should appear to | 





ed, need more explanation in order to 
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other’s communications. It is only 
those who are pursuing discordant and 
opposite interests, who are perpetually 
misunderstanding and misinterpreting 
each others words. It is only the sel- 
fish, who view every requirement 
through a selfish eye, that cannot un- 
derstand the true meaning of the com- 
mand, to love God with all the heart 
and theie neighbor as themselves, and 
those numerous requirements which 
bind us to love God more than our- 
selves, and in opposition to every sel- 
fish interest. But those who are dis- 
interested. can easily and infallibly ur-- 
derstand the true meaning of every 
such requirement, and see its consis- 
tency and harmony with every other 
divine precept and prediction. ‘They 
have the true key, which is a heart to 
value every thing in the universe ac- 
cording to their knowledge of its im- 
portance, in the scale of being. With 
such a heart, they find no difficulty in 
understanding the true meaning of ev- 
ery essential doctrine and duty of the 
scriptures. Since they have been re- 
vealed, they find no difficulty in un- 
derstanding the doctrine of the ‘rini- 
ty, or the doctrine of a final judgment, 
or the doctrine of a future and eternal 
punishment of the wicked. Those 
who are benevolent know and feel that 
there is a greater good tnan human 
happiness. And hence they can easi- 
ly and infallibly understand the true 
meaning of the doctrines of divine 
agency and sovereignty as exercised 
in forming the moral character of 
saints and sinners for their eternal des- 
tiny. Even those dark, perplexing, 
and difficult passages of scripture, 
which contain the prayer of Moses 
and the wish of Paul, are perfectly 


interfere with his interests, he would | plain and easy for them to understand. 


have no wish to misunderstand or per- | 
vert them. His supreme affections 
are placed upon the same great object | 
which engages the affections of God, | 
and if it should ever appear necessary | 


to give up his own interest to promote || have often felt. 


the general good, it will be his choice. 





They have a heart to love God, or 
mankind collectively, more than them- 
selves, and hence the requirement to 
love God supremely and our neighbor 
as ourselves, only expresses what they 
Indeed those passa- 


|, ges which are generally thought to be 


And those who are pursuing the same || the most dark and inexplicable, often 


interest, seldom misunderstand >i 





appear to them peculiarly light and 
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joyful. They do not merely conjec- || But one method by which saints may 
ture what they mean, but they infalli- || know the true sense of every essential 
bly know their true meaning. The || doctrine and requirement of the gospel 
moral obstacle in the way of their || is, by comparing it with the essential 
knowing the mind and will of God || perfections of God, which are apparent 
has, by divine grace, been removed; || from his works. ‘The essential perfec- 
and they have besides, a prayerful, || tions of God are manifest from “the 
teachable, inquiring spirit, which de- || things that are made.” It is from this 
sires to know the true meaning of di- || source ouly, that wecan infallibly know 
vine revelation. that he is a being ef infinite power and 
That those who have a benevolent || wisdom and goodness, that he has made 
heart may infallibly know the true |j all things for himself, and that he gov- 
meaning of every essential doctrine and || erns al] creatures, actions, and events 
duty of the gospel, is also evident from || for himself. After adverting to the 
express declarations of scripture. Sol- || wrath of God against all the unright- 
omon says, “thé heart of the wise in- || eousness of men, the apostle says, “Be- 
structeth his mouth, and addeth learn- || cause that which may be known of 
ing to his lips;”’ and in another place, || God is manifest in them, for God hath 
“they that seek the Lord, understand ' showed it unto them. For the invisi- 
all things.” This implies that-they || ble things of him, from the creation of 
who seek the Lord, understand all || the world are clearly seen, being on- 
things in a sense which others do not. || derstood by the things that are made, 
And it is their benevolent heart, or || even his eternal power and Godhead, 
their seeking the Lord, that gives them || so that they are without excuse.” ‘The 
this peculiar understanding. The || eternal power and Godhead of the De- 
apostle also, speaking of saints, says, | ity comprehend all his essential natur- 
“Ye have an unction from the Holy ||.al and moral perfections, which the 
One, and know all things;” end pro- apostle affirms are “clearly seen, being 
ceeds to say, “I have not written unto | understood by the things that are 
you because ye know not the truth, || made.” ‘These are self-evident truths, 
but because ye know it, and that no lie || which no declarations, either homan or 
is of the truth.” The words of our || divine can change or make void. 
Savior are perhaps more directly in | “Here is firm footing, here is solid rock, 
point. “If any man will do his [Fa- | All, all is sea beside.” 
ther’s] will, he shall know of the doc- | By comparing any fundamental dec- 
trine, whether it be of God.” This || trine or duty with these perfections, 
implies that if any man has an obedi- || saints may infallibly know whether it 
ent heart, he may infallibly know the is of God. Any doctrine or require- 
trath or falsehood of any essential doc- |! ment which agrees with the essential 
trine or duty which may be offered to | perfections of God, is of him, and any 
his consideration. doctrine or duty that may be advoca- 
I now proceed to show how those | ted, which is contrary to any of these 
who have a benevolent heart, may in- ] perfections, is not of God. 
fallibly know the true meaning of eve- || Another method by which saints 
ry essential doctrine or duty of the gos- may know the true sense of every es- 
pel. Here it may ve well to premise, | sential doctrine and requirement of 
that saints do not know the truth or || revelation, which is presented to their 
falsehood of any doctrine by means of consideration, is, by comparing it with 
inspiration. This kind of evidence is || the essential duty of creatures, which is 
now unnecessary, and has actually | apparent from the works of God, It 
ceased. ‘Those who pretend to be in- || is from this source only, that we derive 
spired at the present day, always make | infallible evidence that there is an es- 
it manifest that they are opposed to the |! sential and immutable difference be- 


true gospel, and pretend to inspiration, | tween right and wrong, and that we 
only as means to overturn it. 
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are under indispensable obligations to || of their various and contradictory 
be holy as God is holy, and inexcusa- schemes, is no evidence to the contra 
ble for the least sin. Nothing can jj ry, because they explain it by rules 
make selfishness right. The essential || which are contradictory, absurc, anc 
pertections of God render him an ob- contrary to the self-evident prmcip! 

ject worthy of supreme affection and || of natural religion, whic) appear trom 





delight. For creatures to love any ob- |] “the things that are mad Whos 
ject more than God, is repugnant to all || who advocate tu mental error would 
the dictates of natural religion, and to || never Have chun oc 2 kK Waitich con- 
the conscience of every man. The || tains so many selidenying Coctrin 

duty of pure disinterested benevolence and cuties, bad it not aise containes 


sO maby Marks of divinity, that it Was 
impossible to prove that it is a “cun- 
ningly dev ised fable? And they 
never would have explained it by such 
a variety of contradictory and absurd 
rules, had not its obvious sense exact- 
ly accorded with the essential perfee- 
tions of God, and the essential duty 
of creatures, which appear from his 
works. Let the bible only be explained 


to God and man, is as self-evident as 
any truth in the universe. And by 
comparing any sense of any doctrine | 
or requirement which is advocated, | 
with this duty, saints may know whe- | 
ther it is according to the mind and | 
will of God, or w hether it is contrary 
to his will. ‘These fundamental prin- | 
ciples of natural religion, are a stream | 
of light, by means of which we may | 
infallibly know the true sense of every | according to the fundamental princi- 
doctrine and requirement of revelation. | ples of natural religion, and every doc- 
It is by cordially embracing these seif- | trine and requirement it contains, will 
evident truths, and interpreting the | be “according to godliness,” and ‘ap. 
scriptures by them, that saints are || prove themselves to every man’s con- 
able to “understand all things,” and to || science in the sight of God.” Accord- 
“iknow all things.” ing to this key, | every doctrine, every 
Another method by which saints | requirement, every threatening and ey- 
may know the true sense of any doc- ery prediction of scripture, harmonizes 
ivine or requirement of revelation, is, || with every other, and with the general 
by comparing it with the dictates of | course of divine providence. Every 
their own consciences. In ascertain- || passage may be explained according to 
ing the true meaning of scripture, as | this rule, without doing violence to the 
well as in ascertaining its particular | general and established laws of lan- 
application, there are many cases of | i guage, or the general current of scrip- 
conscience. Passages of scripture are ture. But every rule of exposition 
often explained different ways, and it || contrary to this, either makes the bi- 
is a proper case of conscience: which!) ble clash with itself, with the divine 
way ought they to be explained. || providence, or with the divine predic- 
Conscience, when it is properly con- || tions. Those who explain the crip- 
sulted, in the light of truth, ever stands | tures according to the maxim, that 
ready to approve of a correct exposi- || human happiness is the chief end for 
tion of scripture, and to condemn a!) which human beings were made, make 
wrong one. And by properly con-|; many passages clash with the divine 
sulting it, saints may know what is|| sovereignty, with the impartial benev- 
truth, and what is duty. olence of God, and with the divine 
REMARKS. predictions respecting the endless pun- 

1. If the fundamental principles of | ishment of the wicked. And _ those 
natural religion are an infallible key || who explain the bible according to the 
by which to try the essential doctrines || maxim, that pure disinterested benev- 
and requirements of revelation, then || olence is impossible, absurd, or immor- 
the bible is from God. The fact that |] al, make all the divine requirements 
almost every denomination of errorists clash with the light of nature, which 
claim it, and press it into the support! teaches that there is an essential and 
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immutable difference between sin and || of the total selfishness and sinfulness 
holiness, one of which consists in dis- || of the unregenerate, and the other first 
interested benevolence, and the other || principles of religion, which appear 


in selfishness. ‘They also make every 
requirement clash with the fact that 
the last sentence of the great day will 
be according to the characters of man- 
kind. By explaining scripture accor- 
ding to these and other false maxims, 
what darkness overspreads the sacred 
pages! What inconsistency, folly and 
absurdity are ascribed to the sacred 
volume! Jlow inexplicable is divine 
providence! How mysterious are the 
divine predictions! But by adopting 
the key of disinterested benevolence, 
what light springs up in darkness! 
What beauty, harmony, and wisdom, 
appear on every page of divine reve- 
lation! What infallible marks of a di- 
vine author appear from its internal 
evidence! 

2. If the fundamental principles of 
natural religion are an infallible key 
by which to try the sense of any doc- 
trine or requirement of revelation, then 
itis incalculably dangerous to adopt 
any rule of exposition contrary to this. 
Much industry and ingenuity have been 
employed of late to explain away the 
obvious meaning of the sacred oracles. 
Almost every text of the bible has 
passed the ordeal of the strictest criti- 
ism, especially those which appear 
to support any of the peculiar truths 
of religion. Scarcely a text, which 
appears to support the doctrines of 
disinterested benevolence, divine sove- 
reignty, divine agency in the produc- 
tion of moral exercises, total depravity, 
or the doctrine of a future and eternal 
punishment, has passed through the 
hands of biblical criticks, and learned 
or unlearned expositors, without being 
irittered away to nothin, or reduced 
to absurdity. A multiiuce of profound 
and learned commentators have ex- 





from “the things which are made?” 
There is reason to apprehend, that 
thousands and millions of mankind 
have been strengthened in sin, and 
prevented from turning from their evil 
way, by the instrumentality of those 
biblical critics and exegesians who 
have explained away the divine threat- 
enings and predictions, or the essential 
and immutable difference between 
saints and sinners. But what avails the 
efforts of such commentators? They 


| cannot explain away creation nor pro- 


vidence. ‘They cannot make virtue 
vice, nor vice virtue. They cannot 
change the nature of things, nor destroy 
the obligations to holiness which arise 
from the essential perfections of God 
and the relation in which we stand to 
him and to each other. Though they 
may. becloud, they cannot destroy the 
consciences of mankind, nor blot out 
the light of nature, from which we de- 
rive infallible evidence of the essential 
and fundamental truths of religion. 


| Until they can do this, they labor in 


vain to overthrow the peculiar doc- 
trines of the gospel, by explaining 
away the true sense of a few passages 
of scripture. Such expositors show 
their weakness and folly, as well as 
their turpitude. 

3. Let those who are trusting in 
any selfish scheme of religion, be per- 
suaded to examine it by the light of 
truth; and renounce it before it shall 
be forever too late. The primary and 
fundamental doctrines and duties of 
the gospel are supported by infallible 
evidence from without, and all the 
divine promises, threatenings, and pre- 
dictions are in accordance with evi- 
dence. Ifthe bible shall at last prove 
true, when explained according to the 


plained the whole scriptures. or given || self-evident principles of natural reli- 
particular expositions to sce parts. || gion, then every selfish scheme will 
But what commentary can be ‘onnd | prove baseless, and ruinous to the 
which has been made throughout jn |i soul. If the bible at last shall prove 
accordance with the doctrine of disin- |! true. then “without holiness no man 
terested benevolence, or the doctrin » see the Lord.” And to prove the 
of the universal decrees and agenc of its doctrines, its threatenings 


of God, or according to the doctrine | and i's ovedietions, we appeal to creas 
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tion, we appeal to providence; we || and especially one woman appeared iii 
appeal to the invisible things respect- || great distress for her soul. She was 
ing God, which appear from the things || brought to such an agony that the sweat 
that are made. We appeal to your || ran offher face for a considerable time 
own consciences, which, if you will || together; (although the evening was 


properly consult them, will instantly 
assert the essential difference between 
right and wrong, and reverberate the 
solemn truth, “without holiness no man 
can see the Lord.” 

Finally, if the fundamental princi- 
ples of natural religion are an infalli- 
ble key, by which to try the sense of || and delighted with the divine will. 
any essential doctrine or precept of || When I came to discourse particularly 
the bible, then it evinces real modesty | with her, and to inquire of her how she 


very cold;) and her bitter cries were the 
most affecting indications of her heart. 

Dec. 22. This was a season of com- 
fort to some souls, and particularly to 
one, the same mentioned in my journal 
of the 16th inst. She now appeared 
ina heavenly frame of mind, composed, 


for young men to adopt it in explaining || obtained relief and deliverance from 
the scriptures, though some of the || the spiritual distresses which she had 
learned and eminent Doctors of the |} lately suffered, she answered in broken 
age, explain the scriptures by rules || English, "Me try, me try save my- 
which are contrary to this. It has || self; last my strength be all gone; 
often been said of late that it is bold, || (meaning her ability to save herself;) 
disrespectful and immodest, for young || could not me stir bit further. Den 
men to adopt any principles which || last me forced let Jesus Christ alone, 
lead them to differ from the opinions || send me hell, if he please.” I said, 
of learned expositors of the scriptures. || ‘But, you was not willing to go to hell; 
But, is it not an injunction of one who || was you?” She replied, “Could noi 
is greater than all, that we call no || me help it. My heart, he would wick- 
man master upon earth? What is || ed for all. Could not me make him 
modesty and prudence? Is it not to || good;” (meaning, she saw it was 
follow truth wherever it leads, though || right she should go to hell, because her 
it should condemn the opinions of all || heart was wicked, and would be so at- 
those who reject its plain and self-evi- || ter all she could do to mend it.) Tasked 
dent principles? Was Paul chargea- |! her, how she got out of this case. She 
ble with a want of modesty and pru- || answered still in the same broken lan- 
dence, because he condemned the | guage, “By by, my heart be glad des- 
opinions of the learned Jews and hea- || perately.” asked her, why her heart 
thens, by reasoning from the ionic was glad? She replied, “Glad my 
things respecting God, which appear || heart, Jesus Christ do what he please 
from his works? The truth appears || withme. Denme tink, glad my heart 
to be, that real modesty and prudence | Jesus Christ send me to hell. Did 
consist in cordially embracing the es- | vot me care where he put me; love hin: 
sential and tundamental principles of || for all.” 
religion, which are self-evident, and | 
which are apparent from the things 
that are made, and in receiving the || 
declarations of scripture in their plain- || 
| 
| 
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ADVICE TO A MINISTER. 


' ui | “Labor to be prepared and qualified to 
est and most obvious sense, which || do much for God. Read Mr. Edwards’: 

ense is 3 ine || Piece on the A ffections, again and again; and 
sense is in accordance with those PrQ- || labor to distinguish clearly upon experiences 


ciples. S. C. and affections in religion, that you may 
<*f te | make a difference between the gold and tl 

|| Shining dross. Isay, labor here, if ever 

EXPERIENCE OF AN INDIAN WOMAN. || you would be an wseful minister of Christ; for 
I’rem the Journal of Brainerd’s mission among the nothing has put such a stop to the work 0! 
Indians. God in the late day as the false religion, an¢é 


Dec. 16,1745. There was much af- || the wild affections which attend it.” 
ois : P Brainerd’s Letters, 1747 
ection and concern in the assembly. 
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churches and the prosperity of the 


ted.in the same spirit, we think many | 
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ONEIDA ASSGCIATION. in their views of doctrine and duty, a 
{o«che Editors of the Utica Christinm Repository. || connexion in the same bod y seems, in- 
GeNXTLEMEN;—I am directed by the O- || deed, to be very desirable; and doubt- 
necida Association to forward to you for || less there was something very pleasing 
insertion in the Repository, the enclosed || in the idea ef having all the churches 
proceedings of that body.. If you shall || and ministers in this vicinity united to- 
think proper to insert them, you will con- gether, and connected by the closest 
fer a favor by so doing. and strongest ties. ‘The experiment 
Your’s, JOHN D. PEIRCE, hasbeen attempted. The Presbytery 
Scribe of Assogiation. ||} agreed to receive congregational 
REASONS FOR REVIVING THE ONEIDA || churches, and allow them to retain a 
ASSOCIATION. portion of their congregational privi- 
As the scriptures require every || leges. Some of the churches availed 
christian to be “always ready to give || themselves of these terms of accommo- 
a reason of the hope that is in him, || dation; others became Presbyterian in 
with meekness and fear,” we consider || full; the ministers generally united 
it also a duty and a privilege to give a || with the Presbytery, and the Associa- 
reason for the practice we adopt, that || tion was dissolved. 
our motives may not be liable to mis- || The experiment, however, we think 
apprehension er misconstruction. In — not answered the expectations of 
the circular letter, by which this meet- those who made it. A numberof the 


i 


ing is convened, it is stated, that those || churches have not been feund prepar- 
who convened it believe it will be con- || ed to beceme connected with the Pres- 
ducive to the peace and order of the || bytery in any form, and since the As- 
sociation was dissolved have remained 
in a disconnected state. Others, that 
adopted the Presbyterian government, 
in whole or in part, have found diffi- 
culties which they did not anticipate, 
and have been convinced that they 


terests of religion in this vicinity, that 
the Oneida Association should be re- 
vived. Did not this meeting enter- 
tain the same opinion, we should think 
it not duty to take any measures for 
its revival. But we do entertain this |} were too hasty in making the change. 
opinion, and indulge the hope that the || The principles and practice of the’ 
event will show it to be well-founded. || Presbyterian church have been found 
The reasons why we entertain this | to differ, in so many respects, from the 
opinion are various, and cannot be ful- || long settled habits of congregational- 
ly understoed without a recurrence to |j ists, that very many have not found 
past.e vents. themseives happy in their new connex- 





For a series of years after the Onei- || ion. And carrying with them their 
da Association was first formed, it en- || old feelings and habits, they have of- 
joyed great prosperity, and proceeded |j ten been a source of difficulty and per- 
in the discharge of its duties with great } plexity to their new associates, which 
harmony, and it is believed much to || they have sometimes been made to 
the benefit of those who belonged to || feel ina manner equally painful and 
it. And had its members continued mortifying. And we think, that, on 
with it, and its measures been regula- | the whole, instead of there being a di- 

| minution of difficulties, and greater 
of the evils with which a portion of || harmony among Presbyterians and 
the ehurches have since been afflicted Congregationalists, in consequence of 
might have been avoided. In leaving the attempted union, there has been 





the ‘Association te form a connexion }| an increase of difficulties, and in many 
with the Presbytery, we have no dis- || cases a greater alienation of feeling, 
position to question but that those than there was before. In some in- 
who did so were actuated by the best || stances, churches that had been in 
of motives. Where christians agree || great harmony have been so rent with 
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dissensions on this subject as to lead 
to painful separations, and the forma- 
tion of churches out of churches, to 
the great grief of those who delight in 
peace and in the reciprocation of 
christian affection. 

The Presbytery also has become so 
large a body, and the business that 
must necessarily be transacted has ac- 
cumulated to such a degree, that it has 
become exceedingly burdensome, both 
to ministers and delegates, to attend 
all their meetings, and pay the neces- 
sary attention to all the business that 
must be done. And the press of bu- 
siness is so great, as not to leave time 
for those religious exercises, which are 
so desirable, and which have often 
been so useful, where ecclesiastical bo- 
dies have convened. It has also be- 


come difficult, in the small congrega- | 


tions, for the numbers who attend 


those meetings to be accommodated | 


within a reasonable distance, so that 
many of the congregations are neces- 
sarily deprived of the privilege which 
they once enjoyed of having an eccle- 
siastical body occasionally c@nvene 
amd spend some time among them. 
And when our business is to be trans- 
acted by those whom we seldom see, 
and with whom we have little acquain- 
tance, it is not to be expected, either 
that they will enter into our feelings, 
and understand our interests, or that 
we should enter into their feelings and 
motives, and have that cdnfidence in 
them which is necessary to secure our 
respect for their decisions, and give 
that moral influence to them, without 
which the exercise of mere power and 


authority is rather hurtful than benefi- | 


cial. 

It may be remarked further, that 
those churches which are not prepared 
to become connected with the Presby- 
tery, are likely sometimes, as well. as 


the Presbyterian churches, to need the | 
assistance of an ecclesiastical body, in | 
the settlement of ministers, or in cases | 
of difficulty which may arise. And if 


there be no other body in this vicinity 
than the Presbytery, what shall those 
churches do in such cases? How 
shall ¢hey get a minister ordained? 








Oneida Association. 


If the Presbytery ordain him, he be. 
comes, by that act, a member of the 
Presbytery. Shall they call a coun- 
cil? Individual members of the Pres- 
bytery are not willing to act on a 
council to ordain a man who shall 
belong to no regular body; and if they 
were, they might, perhaps, expose 
themselves to censure by doing it. 
i to what body shall he belong, 
if there is no other body than the Pres- 
| 
} 
| 





| 


bytery? If he belongs to the Presby- 
tery, he is entirely under their control 
and protection, and bound to conform 
to their rules. If a difficulty should 
afterwards arise between him and his 
church, they, having consented to his 
becoming a member of the Presbytery, 
must be compelled to submit their 
case to the judgment of a body to 
which he belongs and they do not. 
And is it probable that the churches, 
in such cases, will be satisfied with 
the judgment of a body to which they 
|| do not choose to belong, especially, it 
} that judgment should be in favor of 
|| those who do belong to the body and 
| against those who do not? Shall a 
mutual council be resorted to in suth 
cases? ‘The Presbytery have decided, 
| in arecent case, that those who belong 
| to the Presbytery not only are not 
'| obliged, but have no right, to submit 
their character and conduct to the 
| judgment of any mutual council. It 
| seems to us, therefore, that, under 
these circumstances, it becomes im- 
portant, and necessary for the preser- 
vation of mutual harmony between 
| Ministers and their people, that they 
belong to the same ecclesiastical body; 


| 


| 





and that while there are churches which 
do not choose to belong,to the Pres- 
| bytery, there should be an Association 
| with which they and their ministers 
| may be connected. 

Such being our views of the exis- 
| ting state of things among us, we are 
led to think it desirable that the Onei- 

da Association should be revived, and 
| that it is our duty to take measures to 
‘revive it, for the following reasons: 

1. Wethink many of the churches 
} in this vicinity have so much remain- 
ing attachment to congregational prin* 
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ciples and usages, that it is unwise for | 


them, in their present state, to be ur- 
ged to the adoption of the Presbyterian 
form of government, or to a conformi- 


ty with the Presbyterian rules and usa- 
ges; and that such a change, ‘aan 
} 
| 


they be persuaded to attempt it, would 
probably be productive of more seri- 
ous evils to them than it possibly 
could be of advantage. 

2. We think it dangerous to the 


interests of religion among us to have | 


so many churches remain in a discon- | 
nected state, without any kind of un- | 
ion or correspondence among them- | 
selves or with any eeclesiastical body; | 
inasmuch as it exposes them to the in- | 





roads of irregular and heretical teach- || tion. 
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government, and of seeing that peace 
and harmony restored to the churches 
which they so happily enjoyed for ma- 
ny years after the first settlement of 
this country. And we think that an 
Association, which should be disposed 
to maintain friendly relations with the 
Presbytery, and to keep up a friendly 
correspondence and intercourse with 
the Presbyterian ministers and church- 
es, would have it in their power to ex- 
ert a happy influence, and contribute 
to the accomplishment of so desirable 
an object. 

By such considerations as these we 
have been induced to take measures 
for the revival of the Oneida Associa- 
And we would earnestly invite 


ers, who, if they once gain an estab- || the friendly aid and co-operation of 


lishment among us, may exert a very || 


unhappy influence, not only upon the | 
people where they are established but | 
upon others around. | 

3. We think the number of minis- | 
ters and churches, within the bounds of 
the Presbytery of Oneida, is too great | 
to admit of their being all united in 
one ecclesiastical body, even if they 
were all ef the same opinion; and that | 
it would be much less burdensome and | 





comfort of all concerned, if the con- 
gregational churches and their minis- 
ters were united in a body by them- 
selves, which would not be so numer- 
ous, as to prevent the small congrega- 
tions enjoying the privilege of having 
their meetings among them. 
| 


conduce much to the convenience and 
' 
i 


4. We think thar while there are 
churches in this vicinity which are not | 


the Presbytery, it is necessary to the | 
preservation of mutual harmony be- | 
tween ministers and their people that | 
there should be some other body to | 
which those churches and _ their mine | 
isters may both belong, and to which | 
they may resort for aid, assistance, and | 
counsel, in cases which are frequently | 
occurring. 
5. We are earnestly desirous of | 
having a stop put to those contentions 


prepared to become connected with 





all those who prize the peace and or- 
der of the churches, and who wish to 
see the interests of religion prosper 
among us. We wish the peace and 
order and harmony of the Presbyteri- 
an churches no less than that of the 
Congregational churches; and we 
would be far from doing any thing to 
promote division and strife in any of 
them. Those Congregational church- 
es that are harmonious and happy in 
their connexion with the Presbytery, 
we would not ask nor advise to leave it 
for a connexion with us. We would 
not be so desirous of adding to our 
numbers, as of promoting the best in- 
terests of the churches. And those 
churches where a majority wish for a 
connexion with the Presbytery, and a 
minority ere desirous of a connexion 
with us, we would earnestly exhort to 
be of one mind, and live in peace, and 
by no means to let this difference be 
an occasion of contention and separa- 
tion. We think the peace and har- 
mony of a church, and the faithful 
maintenance of the word and ordinan- 
ces of the gospel, of too great impor- 
tance to be put at hazard by a conten- 
tion about the mere mode of govern- 
ment. And we would entreat Con- 
gregational minorities, in such cases, 
to acquiesce in the choice of the ma- 


which have existed among us, for some |] jority, and to yield their particular 
years past, on the subject of church || wishes and preferences, with a chris: 
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tian spirit. And in those churches 
where a majority are desirous of a con- 
nexion with us, and a minority are of a 
different opinion, we would hepe to see 
a spirit of forbearance and tenderness 
and brotherly love. And we would ex- 
hort Congregational majorities, in such 
cases, not to be over strenuous, nor to 
urge a connection with us to the grief 
of their brethren; nor to insist upon 
what they may deem their particular 
right, if it is likely to be the occasion 
of discord and strife. 

These are the feelings of our hearts; | 
and we are persuaded, that if all Con- 
gregationalists and all Presbyterians 
would cultivate the same feelings, and 
pursue that conciliatory course which | 
such feelings would dictate, our object | 
would be accemphshed, peace and har- | 
mony would be restored among us, | 
and we should have it in our power to 
co-operate, cordially and efficiently, | 
in promoting the cause of truth, and | 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

CONSTITUTION 
Of the old Association, formed January 7, 1890; and 
adopted as the basis of the preset Association. 


The Pastors and churches by their 
delegates whose names are hereunto | 
subscribed, considering it to be a mat- 
ter of importance that union and har- 
mony should subsist amongst both the | 
ministers and churches of Christ; that | 
in an united capacity they may be | 








more helpful to each other; that dis- | 


cipline may be more uniformly and ef- | 
rectually administered; that there may | 
he a permanent body to which indi- | 
viduals and churches in cases of doubt | 
and difficulty may have recourse for 


assistance and counsel, and to which | 


persons desirous of entering upon the 

work of the ministry may apply for 

approbation or ordination :—!or the 

above purposes, and others pertaining | 
to the welfare of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, the said Pastors and churches do 
propose forming themselyes into an 
associate body, and by signing the fol- 
towing articles and rules they will cen- 
stitute, and afterwards consider and 
hold themselyes as one united body, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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until dissolved by a majority of the 
same. 

Article 1. In their associate capaci- 
ty they will be known and called by the 
name of the Oneida Association. 

Art. i. The Association shall an- 
nually meet, on the second Tuesday 
of September, by rotation in the sev- 
eral places where the Pastors and 
churches belonging to this body reside, 
in such order as a majority of the mem- 
bers shall judge most convenient. 

Art. If. A Moderator shall be 

chosen at each annual meeting; and 
| provided there shall not be a quorum 
to do business at the usual time of 
| meeting, he shall continue in office till 
| another be regularly chosen to supply 
|his place. A majority of the Pastors 
| and a majority of the churches shal! 
| be necessary to constitute a quorum. 





| Art. LV. The Moderator shall have 
| power to call a special meeting, when- 
i ever he shall judge it expedient, spe- 
| cifying in his letters of notification the 
| patticular business for which the mect- 
ing is called; and no business but what 
| 1s thus specified shall be finally deter- 
mined at such meeting. 

Art. V. The Ministers and churches 
do consent and agree to hold them- 
ve amenable to this Association, 

with regard to both sentiment and 
practice, and that they will submit 
themselves to an examination of the 
| Same when there is just cause of sus- 





| picion that they are blameworthy. 

| [The following explanation of the Fifth 

| Article, is adopted by the present Associa- 
tion, to wit: 

Vote’, That we will not consider that arti 
cle as giving the Association aright, by any 
authoritative act, to set aside or reverse the 
decision of any church belonging to the 
| body; but that it shall give them a right, 

and make it their duty, to call to account 
| their members, both ministers and church- 


| es, whenever there appears any probable 
ground for supposing they have departed, 


| in their faith or practice, from what the gos- 
| pel requires; and that all the members of the 
| Association shall be bound to answer to such 
call, and give an account of themselves, 
when required by the Association so to do; 
and that when, in the judgment of the As- 
sociation, any of their members shall have 
| departed from what the gospel requires, and 
| shall persist in it, the Association shall have 


\, the right to exclude them from their body. 
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Art. VI. As the settlement of a per- 
son in the ministry is a matter of vast 
importance, not only to the church and 
society where he immediately resides 
and administers, but also to the cause of 
truth in general, we judge it expedient 
before we proceed to introduce a man 
to the work of the ministry, to obtain 
further acqnaintance than can be had 
by a few hours examination at the time 
of the proposed ordination; it is there- 
fore proposed, that those churches 
which wish to improve us in such im- 
portant business, should refer the can- 
didate to an examination by this As- 
sociation or its Committee, previous to 
his acceptance of their call for settle- 
ment. 

Art. VII. Each church belonging to 
this Association have a right to be rep- 
resented by one delegate and no more, 
to be chosen annually. 

Art, VILL. When any minister or 
church proposes to join this Associa- 
tion, it shall be the duty of the Asso- 
ciation to satisfy itself with regard to 
their religious sentiments, and the plan 
upon which the churches are formed, 
if not previously known, and to admit, 
or refuse to admit, as by examination 


they shall ig to larmonize with, | 


or be opposed to, what this body deems 
the important and essential doctrines 
and rules of revelation. 

Art. IX. As no one ought to take 
upon him the important work of the 
vospel ministry unless he be sound in 
the faith, of good report, and is really 
friendly to Christ and his cause, we 
will ever make it a rule not to intro- 
duce any one as a preacher of the gos- 
pel or the pastor of a church, unless 
our minds be satisfied that he possesses 
the above qualifications. 


ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 


This constitution may be amended 
on the recommendation of two thirds 
of the Association sanctioned by the 
vete of two thirds of the churches be- 
longing to the same. 


CONFESSION OF FAITH. 


1. There is one only living and true God, 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable,in his be- 
ing, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good- 
’s3, and truth; snbsisting in three persons, 


— 
Ee 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
who are equal in every divine perfection. 

2. The scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
taments are a revelation from God, being 
written by holy men as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost, and are a perfect rule of 
faith and practice; and all the truths they 
comtain are profitable, and should be fully 
and faithfuily preached. 

3. God has fore-ordained whatsoever 
comes to pass, and worketh all things ac- 
cording to his eternal purpose and the coun- 
sel of his own will, causing all events to take 
place in the manner they do, which is the 
wisest and best possible, for the ultimate ac- 
complishment of the greatest good of the 
universe. 

4. The universal decrees and agency of 
God are consistent with the free agency and 
accountability of man, and with the use of 
means, so that the blame of a sinful action 
belongs to the creature whose action it is, 
and not to God, who is holy in all his works. 

3. Man was at first created holy, accord- 
ing to the moral image uf God, which con- 
sists in disinterested benevolence, or, in re- 

arding the welfare of every being accord- 
Ing to its intrinsic importance. 

6. The first man sinned by eating tke for- 
bidden fruit, and according to divine ap- 
pointment in consequence of his first trans- 
gression all his posterity become sinners as 
soon as they are capable of moral action, not 
by the reckoning of his sin to their account, 
but by their own actual transgressions; and 
are, while unregenerate, though naturally 
able to do all that God requires, yet wholly 
indisposed to that which is spiritually good, 
and wholly inclined to evil; and, on account 
of sin, which consists in supreme selfishness, 
they are justly liable to all the miseries of 
this life, to death, and to the pains of heil 
forever. 

7. God of his mere good pleasure gave his 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who is both 
God and Man, to be the Savior of sinners, 
who, by the shedding of his blood on the 
cross, made an atonement for the sins of the 
whole world, and thereby laid a foundation 
for the offer of a free and full pardon which 
is made indiscriminately to all mankind in 
the gospel, on condition of repentance for 
sin and faith in Christ. 

8. A part of mankind, and only a part, 
were from eternity given to the Son in the 
covenant of redemption, who were predes- 
dinated to be made holy and prepared for 
glory; and God does, in time, of his special 
grace, and by the agency ofthe Holy Spirit, 
renew all these after his own moral image, 
and cause them to persevere in holy obedi- 
ence unto the end, while the rest of mankind 
voluntarily continue in their sins, and shall 
be treated according to their deserts, where- 
unto also they were appointed. 

9. Christ rose from the dead on the third 
day, and ever lives to make intercession for 
his people, and governs all things for their 
good, and by the virtue of his atonement 
procures the pardon of their sins, which con- 
sists in their exemption from endless pun- 
ishment which they still deserve, and is 
granted, not as a matter of justice, but of 
free grace, to all who, with loathing and ab- 
horrence of the nature of sin, turn from it 


| unto God, and exercise that faith in Christ 


AAO 
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which consists in a cordial assent to the 
vospel method of salvation. 

1G. A church is a congregation of chris- 
lians professing faith in ‘Christ and obedi- 
ence to him, and joined in covenant for or- 
dinary communion in all his ordinances; and 
none ought to be received but those who 
‘rive credible evidence of being renewed alter 
the inoral image of God. A church has pow- 
er to choose its own officers, to admit mem- 
bers, and to exercise government and disci- 
pline according to the gospel, the rules for 
a: hare summarily contained in the eigh- 

-euth chapter of Matthew. 


The sacraments of the new testament | 


are baptism and the Lord’s supper, which 
are holy ordimances instituted by Christ. 


Baptism is a sign and seal of the believer’s | 


faith and union with Christ, and of his ac- 
ceptance and participation of his benefits, 


andof the obligations of the subjects to be 


the Lord’s. It is properly administered by 


spr ih ling, and ought to be administered to | 


ihe infants of those who are me ‘snbers of the 

visible church. In the Lord’s supper 
death is showed forth and commemorated; 
and the worthy receivers are by faith made | 
partal ers of all his benefits to their growth 
in rrece. 

12. ihe souls of believers are at their death | 
mac de pe rfectly holy, and immediately taken | 
to glory. At ‘the end of the world there will 
be a resurrection of the dead, anda final |! 
judgment of ail mankind; when the saints 

shall be publicly acquitted by Christ the 
Judge.and admitted to endless life and glory; 

and those who have continued in their sins 
shall be condemned and go away into end- | 
less punishment. 


STANDING RULES OF THE ASSO- 
CIATION, 

1. Besides the annual meeting of the | 
Association on the second Tue esday of 
September, another stated meeting shall || 
be attended on the second ‘Tuesday of | 
May, and adjourned meetings from time 
to time as the Association shall see cause. 
‘The churches may send to those mect- 
ings the delegates appointed for the an- 
nual meeting, or such substitutes as they 
muy think proper. 

2. There shall be an opportunity a 


each annual meeting for the records of | 


the churches to be presented, in order 
to be examined by committees, whose 
duty it shall be to report to the Associ- 


ation any thing which seems to call for | 


their attention, and to make such sug- 
gestions as they may think proper for 
the benefit of Ses churches 


kept, or their business transacted. 

9 . . 

3. The churches shall be called upon 
at each annual meeting to make to the 
Association an annual report of the num- 
ber of members in communion, the ad- 


ditions, whether by letter or by profes- || 
sion, the dismissions, deaths, and ex- | 


the number of 
yy Fs 


communications; also 


id $sa9 ce:! 3.alte + 
antismns whether adults or unts, 


a | 


relative to 
the manner in which their records are || 
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| 4. An inquiry shall be made at each 
;annual meeting into the faithfulness 
| with which the churches make provision 
| for the support of the gospel among 
| them; and also into the faithfulness with 
| which the ministers charge the duties 

of their office. 

| §. An account of the state of religion 
| shall be given at each stated meeting of 

| the Association, and if the Association 
| shall think proper, a brief narrative of 
it shall be drawn up and entered upon 

'record. An inquiry shall be made at 
‘the same time into the efforts making 

|in each church for the religious instruc- 
|tion of the rising generation, and for 
other religious and charitable objects. 

6. At euch stated meeting of the As- 

| sociation a sermon shall be preached, 
| and the sacrament of the Lord’s supper 
administered; and at each adjourned 

or special meeting a sermon shall be 

I preached, if it shall be judged conven. 
jient. Such other religious exercises 
} shall be attended as the Association shall 
|| from time to time appoint. 

1 7. ifthere are any vacant churches 
belonging to the Association which are 
judged not able to make provision for 

|| the support of the gospel among them, 

uty of the Association 


| 
i| 


it shall be the d 


|, to take such measures as they shall be 


| able to furnish them with some supplies, 
|| 8 A standing committee shall be an- 
-nually appointed by the Association to 
eXamine pre achers who come into our 
| bounds and wish to be employed by our 
‘churches; and it is proposed that no 
|; church employ any such preacher more 
| than three sabbaths before he shall have 
i'been examined and approved by the 
Association, or by a majority of that 
committee. 
9. Candidates for license to preach 
the gospel, shall, except in extraordina- 
ry cases, be required to have pursued a 
‘regular course of study in the arts 
and sciences, as well as in theology, 
}and to sustain an examination in the 
| learned languages, natural philosophy, 
logic and rhetoric; and shall, in all cases, 
| be carefully examined on their christian 
experience, their knowledge of theolo- 
‘| gy, natural and revealed, church history 
and the principles of church discipline; 
and prepare such exercises in composi- 
tion on subjects previously assigned, as 
shall afford the Association a fair oppor- 
| tunity to judge that they possess person- 
}al piety, and competent knowledge to 
| be useful ministers of the New Testa- 
ment. And no license shall be given 
for a longer period than four years; 

vyhen it shall not be renewed, unless the 
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Association have sufficient evidence that PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLINE. 
the candidate continues to be useful a3; The Association deem the faithful ad- 
a preacher. Those who have put them- || ministration of gospel discipline, accor- 
selves under the care of the Association, || ding to the true spirit of it, of great im- 
with a view to be licensed to preach, || portance to the welfare of the churches, 
shall be subject to the directicn of the || and of the individual members; and they 
Association in the prosecution of their || acknowledge themselves bound by their 
studies, and whether before or after li- || articles of union to watch over each 
censure, shall net put themselves under || other in love, to admonish one another 
the care of another ecclesiastical body |! in the spirit of meekness, and to take 
without a regular dismission. measures promptly to call to account 

10. Candidates for ordination, who any of those whom there is reason to ap- 
have not been licensed by this body, prehend to have gone out of the way. 
shall be examined on the same subjects |} And for the better carrying intoeffect the 
as candidates for licensure, and shall ex- design of their union, they have agreed 
hibit such exercises in composition as || on the following as a brief exposition of 
the Association shall direct. what they think the gospel requires: 


11. When any minister is ordained by i. A principal object of gospel disci- 
this body, he shall be considered as by 


that act becoming a member of this body. 

12, When a request is presented by a 
minister, or by his church, or by both, 
for a dissolution of the pastoral relation 
between them,the Association shall meet 
on the ground, and carefully examine 
into the reasons for that request, and 
decide upon the case as the interests of 
religion appear to require. 

13 In cases of the examination of 
candidates for admission, or candidates 
for licensure or ordination, the question 
shall first be put, whether the examina- 
tion is approved, by calling the roll; 
after which a distinct vote shall be taken 
on their admission, licensure, or ordina- 
tion, as the case may be; so also in mak- 
ing up a judgment upon any case which 
may come before this body, or in an- 
swering questions submitted for advice 
or decision. 

14. In all cases where the roll is to 
be called for members to express their 
opinions individually, it shall begin with 
the delegates of the churches, and pro- 
ceed to the younger ministers before 
the elder. 

15. All questions shall be decided by 
the greatest number of votes, unless 
otherwise provided; and those who de- 
cline voting shall be reckoned with the 
majority, unless expressly excused, 

i6. In case a quorum are not assem- 
bled to do business at the time and place 
appointed, a less number of members 
may adjourn from time to time till a quo- 
rum be assembled. 

17. In case of the death or absence of 
the Moderator; the last Moderator shall 


the way: and this object should be kept 
in view in all the steps pursued, and 
should never be abandoned till the of- 
fender is restored to the path of duty, 
or by the Providence of God is removed 
out of the reach of any further efforts. 

2. We consider the relation of minis- 
ters and churches to this body as in ma- 
ny respects analogous to the relation of 
the individual members to a particular 
church, and that the duties and obliga- 
ticns which grow out of that relation are 
in those respects similar. 

S. As inachurch, soin the Associa- 
tion, we consider every member bound 
to promote the best interests of the bo- 
dy, and that the members ought not to 
withdraw from it without the consent 
and approbation of the body, to unite 
with some other regular body; and that 
the body ought not to be dissolved 
without provision being made for the 
members to be connected with some oth- 
er regular body. 

4. We think that every member of 
this body ought to attend all its meet- 
ings for business, unless prevented by 
the Providence of God, and give his se- 
rious and careful attention to the busi- 
ness to be transacted, and not retire till 
that business is completed: and if any 
member is negligent in this respect, he 
ought to be called to account, and be 
dealt with for neglect of duty. We 
consider the same rule applicable to 
those members of the church whose du- 
ty it is to transact the business of the 
church,and to ull members of the churci» 
in respect to their attendance on family 
perform the duties assigned by the con- | worship, the communion, the ordinary 
stitution to the existing Moderator. | meetings on the Sabbath, and such oth- 

18, A Register shall be appointed by || er meetings for religious exercises as the 
the Association, to continue in office | church may agree to attend. 
during their pleasure, who shall keep || -»5.°No member of a church ought to 
the records and files of the Association, || be allowed to absent himself from the 
subject to their direction and disposal, li communion because he has any thing 
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against another, or because he knows | who are not members of the church, 


that another has any thing against him, 
till he is tried, found guilty, and exclu- 
ded by the judgment of the church. 

6. We think it of great importance 
that the rule of our Saviour in the eigh- 
teenth of Matthew should be observed 
in all cases, and that the private steps of 
jabor should be taken for those offences 
which are more public as well as those 
which are less so; and that those who 
take the private steps of labor should be 
careful to do it in the spirit of meekness 
and brotherly love, and be faithful in 
their endeavors to reclaim the person of- 
fending, if possible, without proceed- 
ing to the third step; and that any one 
who brings a complaint before the 
church, without having observed that 
rule, or has spread the knowledge of an 
offence, by unnecessarily speaking of it 
to others, ought himself to be dealt with 
for departing from gospel rules. 

7. Offences ought to be attended to 
without any unnecessary delay after 
they are known; and all cases of unne- 
cessary delay ought to be considered 
and treated as neglect of duty; but no 
offence ought to be considered as out- 
Jawed besause those who knew it, have 
neglected their duty. 

8. We think that no person ought to 
bring a complaint against another, un- 
less he thinks there issufficient evidence 
to support it; but that an individual who 
thinks his character is suffering from 
calumny may request an investigation of 
his conduct, which it may be proper for 
the church to institute, 

9. The person complained of ought 
to have a copy of the charges against 
him, with the names of the witnesses to 
support them, a sufficient time to pre- 
pare for trial, before he is required to 
answer to the same. 

10. When members have been notifi- 
ed by the church to appear, and neglect 
to do so, without sufficient reason, they 
ought to be proceeded against for breach 
«wf covenant in so doing. 

11. Persons under trial ought to be al- 
dowed the benefit of counsel, if they de- 
sire it, but of none but such as are 
church members. 

12. We consider the scriptural re- 
quirement of two witnesses, to be an- 
swered when there are two credible wit- 
nesses to the same fact, or one each totwo 
similar facts of the same general nature. 

15, A husband or wife ought not -to 
be required to give ‘testimony against 
each other, nor ought any person to be 
required to give testimony to criminate 
himself, 

14, 1t appears proper that witnesses 


——————— 


a 


should be qualified, if either of the par. 
ties desire it, in the following, or some 
similar form: **You solemnly promise, iv 
the presence of God, that you will give 
true answers to such questions as shal 
be put to you relative to the case now 
pending, as you shall answer it to the 
Great Judge of quick and dead.” 

15. No witnesses afterwards to be ex- 
amined ought to be present during the 
examination of another witness in the 
same case, unless by consent of parties. 

16. All the testimony on a trial should 
be taken down in writing, and preserved 
on record:or on file. 

17. We think it preper that the testi- 
mony of witnesses who are at such a dis- 
tance that they cannot conveniently at- 
tend the trial should be taken in the pre- 
sence of such persons as the church may 
appoint for that purpose, but that it 
should be taken in the presence of the 
parties, if they choose to attend. 

18. When a church is making up its 
judgment on any case that has come 
before it, it is proper that all parties 
interested, and others whose presence 
might interrupt the freedom of discus- 
sion, should be requited to withdraw; 
and nothing that passes during such dis- 
cussion ought to be divulged to the prej- 
udice of any member. 

19. Church members removing their 
residence ought not to neglect to take 
letters of dismission; and if persons re- 
puted to be members of other churches 
do not present letters of dismission, it is 
not proper that they be allowed the priv- 
ileges of the church where they reside, 
longer than a reasonable time to procure 
them. Andif the church where they re- 
side know of their neglect of this, or of 
any other christian duty, they ought to 
inform the church to which they belong. 

20. When any person connected with 
this Association shall feel himself ag- 
grieved by the proceedings of any church 
belonging to this body, he shall be al- 
lowed to present his grievances by me- 
morial, petition, er.complaint; and if he 
show probable ground of grievance, the 
Asseciation shall look into the case, giv- 
ing the church seasonable notice of their 
intention soto do. And if, after duc 
examination, the Association shall judge 
that the church have done wrong, they 
shall point out wherein, and endeavor to 
convince them of it, and bring them to 
do right. But if the church, after.rea- 
sonable time given for consideration, 
shall persist in the wrong, the Associa- 
tion may then proceed to exclude them 
from their body. 

Attest, JOHN D. PEIRCE, 

Scribe of Association 
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From the Recorder & Telegraph. 

Messrs. Epitors,—The subjoined was 
read before an Association of Ministers; 
and at their unanimous request, is now sent 
for your insertion. V. 

QUESTION ANSWERED. 

What is the meaning of Mark 11: 
24, “What things soever ye desire 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them?” 

The expression in Matthew, 21: 22, 
is in terms somewhat different. “And 
all things whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 

Believing, in these and similar pas- 
sages, I apprehend, means the faith of 
miracles. It is a confident persuasion, 
arising from some supernatural com- 
munication to the mind, that the thing 
prayed for will be granted. - This 
faith was always necessary in the per- 
formance of miracles, and, usually, in 
him for whom they were performed. 
When Jesus heard that the disciples 
could not cast out the dumb spirit, he 


‘immediately imputed it to their unbe- 


lief, and called them a faithless gener- 
ation. Healso said to the father of the | 
possessed person in answer to his en- 
treaty,“If thou canst believe, all things 
are possible to him that believeth.” So 
Paul first perceived that the cripple at 
Lystra, had faith to be healed, and then 
said, “Stand upright on thy feet.” In 
other instances no such laith was in ex- 
ercise, in the recipient of the miracu- 
lous favor. It is probable this faith did 
not exist in the sisters of Lazarus, nor 
in any who were present on that oc- 
casion. It was also wanting when the 
father of Publius was cured by Paul, 
and in many other cases. 

That the belief spoken of, in the pas- 
sage under consideration, was the faith 
of miracles, appears from several con- 
siderations. 

J. The occasion from which the words 
were spoken, almost necessarily leads 
us to this conclusion. Our Savior, as 
he was coming from Bethany, had 
sought fruit on a fig tree which steod 
near the road. On finding it barren, 
he said, “No man eat fruit of thee here- 
after, forever.” The tree, as appears 
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from Matthew, immediately withered; 

but, though the disciples passed near 
it in the evening, they did not perceive 
its being dried up till the next morning. 

They then expressed great astonish- 
ment at the event. To show the im- 
propriety of this surprise, Jesus said, 

“Have faith in God. For verily I say 
unto you, that whosoever shall say un- 
to this mountain, Be thou removed, ana 
be thou cast into the sea, and shall not 
doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall 
come to pass he shall have whatsoever 
he saith.” The whole conversation 
was concerning a miracle that had been 
wrought, and he assured them that by 
faith, they might perform even a great- 
er miracle. Could he then mean any 
thing but miraculous faith? 

If any should say, he changes the 
subject in the next verse, and speaks 
of whatsoever we may ask in prayer, 
whether miraculous or not, it is believ- 
ed the connexion will not warrant such 
an interpretation. They had seen with 
astonishment, a single miracle wrought 
on the fig tree. He told them that, by 
| faith, they might produce a greater sin- 
gle miracle upon a mountain. He 
then adds, ‘What things soever ye de- 
sire when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them.” 
If he intended, as is supposed, what- 
soever miraculous things ye ask, he 
used the proper words to convey ‘the 
idea. The extension is not from a 
miraculous event to others which are 
not miraculous; but from one great mir- 
acle to others of the same kind. 

I]. The most able commentators 
have considered the belief here spoken 
of, as being: the faith of miracles. I 
am well aware that too much depen- 
dance is not to be placed on commen- 
tators. The best of them are but fal- 
lible men, But when we consider 
that Goed’s usual mode of instructing 
in spiritual things is by sending some 
man “to help us,”” we ought not slightly 
to reject the opinion of those, whe ap- 
pear to have ably and carefully ingqui- 
red for the truth, that they might com- 
municate it to others. 
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Dr. Collins, the continuator of Poole, 
on this text refers to his note on Mat- 
thew 21: 22. He there says, “Our 
Saviour telleth Peter and the rest, that 
if they had faith and doubted not, they | 
should not only do that which he had 
done to the fig tree, but if they said to | 
that mountain, be removed and cast | 
into the sea, it should be done. ‘This,’ | 
says he, ‘is interpreted by verse 22. | 
All things whatsoever ye shall ask in | 
prayer, ye shall receive.’ It is plain, 
therefore, that he considered our Sa- 
viour as speaking of the same thing, in 
verse 24, of Mark, as in verse 23; and 
consequently, that he had reference to 
miraculous events and miraculous faith. 
Doctor Macknight also refers to the | 
words used by Matthew, as meaning ! 
the same as those of Mark. He says, | 
“all things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. | 
Whatsoever miracle you shall ask by || 
faith, ye shall receive.” Dr. Dod- | 


“Whatsoever things you desire and ask | 


of God, in prayer, to make it manifest 
that you are sent of him, and te confirm 


dridge paraphrases the words thus: 
| 


your doctrine, if you believe that you 
shall receive them, however difficult | 
the things may be that you request, yet | 
in such circumstances, they shall cer- | 
tainly be done, and you shall have 
them.” To this he adds in his note, 
“Thé attempt of performing miracles, | 
in public, was a remarkable instance | 
of faith in the Divine power and fidel- 
ity. The person speaking,” that is in 
such an attempt, “pawned all his cred- 
it as a messenger of God, and, conse- 
quently, all the honor and usefulness of 
his future life, on the immediate mira- 
culous energy to attend his words, and 
to be visibly exerted on his uttering 
them.” Dr. Scott also refers his note 
on Matthew 21: 22 for an explanation 
of this text. He says, “Jesus showed 
them the energy of faith, with a spe- 
cial reference to the power of working 
miracles in his name. Whenever a 
proper occasion offered of performing 
a miracle, in support of their doctrine, 
and they went about it relying on his 
power and not doubting. his concur- 
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rence, they would not only be enabied 
to perform as wonderful works as that 
of withering the fig tree, but even the 
mount of Olives, which they were then 
passing, might at their word, be remo- 
ved and cast into the sea: that is, no- 
thing which they undertook would be 
impossible for them. To this our Lord 
subjoined, that they ought not to doubt, 
but verily believe, that they should re- 
ceive whatsoever they asked in prayer. 
This, too, specially refers to the case 
of miracles.” On the text in Mark, he 
says, “this was peculiarly applicable 
to the exercise of the faith required in 
working miracles.” ‘ 

To these might be added the opin- 
ions of many other writers of respec- 
tability, who have understood the pas- 
sage in the same sense. 

Ili. That the belief here spoken of, 
means the faith of miracles,is to be in- 
ferred from the natural import of the 
expressions. “Believe that ye receive 
them,” must imply a faith built upon 
some ktad of proper evidence. It can- 
not be “believing what neither scrip- 
ture, sense, nor Teason teaches.” The 
foundation of this faith must be that 
which gives fullassurance. The ex- 
pressions of our Saviour are, “If thou 
hast faith and doubt not”—“and shall 
not doubt in his heart.” When Peter 
began to sink, Jesus reproved him by 
saying, “Wherefore didstthou doubt?” 
What evidence, T ask, can support 
such full and unwavering faith? It is 
presumed we can conceive of but three 
things which are sufficient for this pur- 
pose. First, the express promise of 
the word of God. This gave Daniel 
strong faith, when with the prophecy 
of Jeremiah before him, he prayed, 
“Q Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive, O 
Lord, hearken and do, defer not, for 
thine own sake, cause thy face to shine 
upon thy sanctuary.” This is sufficient 
to induce all to pray, with unwavering 
confidence, “Thy kingdom come.” 
But among all the things which we are 
to desire when we pray, how few are 
thus secured by promise? 

Another ground of this unwavering 
faith is special revelation, This Sim- 
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eon had, when he prayed that the Mes- 
siah might come before his death. This 
Paul had when he prayed to be instruc- 
ted at Damascus, and that none of 
those who sailed with him to Italy, 
might be lost. Butthese were special, 

miraculous interpositions, and excited 
and supported miraculous faith. 

A third ground of faith without doubt 
is an impression upon the mind that 
an extraordinary event will take place, 
on our willing or desiring it. This 
differs little from a special revelation. 
It may take place either in the perfor- 
mer and receiver of the miraculous fa- 
vor, or in both. In the case of the 
paralytic who was let down through 
the tiling of the house, Jesus saw their || 
faith and performed the cure. When 
he perceived the great faith of the wo- 
man of Canaan, he said, “Beit unto 
thee even as thou wilt.” Those im- 
pressions or intimations were altogeth- 
er miraculous, and could produce no. 
other faith, but the faith of miracles.” 

It makes no difference whether the 
events were caused by common or su- 
pernatural means. If they followed 
such special revelations or impression | 


upon the mind, they were miraculous |) 


works, because performed under mir- 
aculous circumstances. Hezekiah’s 
recovery was a miracle, though, it is 


probable the plaster of figs was the most || 


natural remedy that could have been | 
applied. The preservation of Paul | 
and his company at Melita, was a mir- 
aculous deliverance, tho’ they were sa- 

ved by ordinary means, and it was 
true that unless the shipmen abode in 
the vessel, they could not escape. 
‘These events and others of the same 
kind were miracles, not because of the | 
means which were used, nor because | 
the effects were produced without 

means, but because there were extraor- 
dinary communications concerning 
them. 

By no other means than these three, 
can we suppose a foundation laid for 
that unwavering faith which is spoken | 
of in the words which we are now con- 
sidering. The first will apply to but 
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in prayer, and the two last are deci- 
dedly miraculous. ‘The faith therefore 
spoken of, must, from the most natu- 
ral interpretation of the words, be the 
faith of miracles. _Whatsoever we de- 
sire of God, under a special revelation 
or miraculous impression that it will 
be for his glory to grant it, and at that 
time, or in conformity with our prayers, 
we may and ought to believe that we 
receive it, and it shall be done. 
Should it be said, we may have a 
lower degree of impression that the 
thing we ask will be done, which may 
not amount toa miracle; the answer 


| is, if it be so low as not to give certain- 


ty, it cannot produce unwavering faith; 


|and if it be so high as to do this, it 
ican differ in nothing from a miracu- 


lous impression. 

If the above remarks be just, what- 
soever things we desire in prayer, since 
miracles are not to be expected, can- 
not be asked with the faith here spo- 
ken of, because there can be no eyi- 
dence short of miracles, which can be 
for such belief. ‘The prom- 
ises of scripture, indeed, may ehanie 
us to desire in prayer, many things, 
with unwavering assurance of faith; 
but they cannot warrant us to believe 
concerning all things. They now 
give no intimation that the withering 
of trees, removing of mountains, the 
healing of the sick, or the raising of 
the dead, shall take p! lace at our re- 
quest. On all these subjects, they are 
| perfectly silent; and, if we have evi- 
| dence that such events will occur, it 
must be by special revelation or mir- 
aculous impression. When, therefore, 
our Saviour says, “W, hatsoeder things 
ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them,” he must mean a faith 
which could not arise from Scripture 
promises, and therefore must be mir- 
aculous. 

The sare between faith built 
upon Scripture promises and upon 
other intimations, is well pointed out 
by Dr. Collins, on this text. “Noth- 
ing” says he, “is toe big for faith to 
obtain; but it must have a promise to 


few of the things which we must ask || lean upon. And because it is impos- 
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sible, in this point, to be fully satisfied | 
without a divine revelation as to things 
not necessary to salvation, our faith or 
persuasion can rise no higher, than a 
full persuasion that if things of this na- 
ture, when we ask them of God in 
prayer, are such as are for our good 
and God’s glery, we shall receive 
them. The case was otherwise as to 
those to whom Christ had given pow- 
er to work miracles. What they as- 
ked of that nature, they must know 
that it was the will of God to effect by 
them, and they could not, without sin, 
doubt of it.” To the same purpose } 
Dr. Scott, on Matthew 2i: 22, ob-/| 
serves, “Our Lord subjoined that | 
they ought not to doubt, but verily be- | 
| 
{| 
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lieve, that they should receive whatso- |) 
ever they asked in prayer. This, too, 
specially refers tothe case of miracles, | 
but not exclusively. Whenever a} 
person offers suitable petitions, in a | 
right manner, and grounded on God’s 
express promise, he ought not to doubt 
of his power and_ willingness to | 
grant them.” 
Our Savior having said, (Matthew 
18: 18,) whatsoever the church should 
decide or bind on earth in conformity 
to his direction, should be bound in 
heaven, adds, “If two of you rom 
agree on earth as touching any thing | 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father.” Let the major- 
ity of the church be ever so small, if | 
they proceed by the rule of Christ, 
waiting on God in humble prayer, he } 


\ 
| 


will ratify their decisions in heaven. | 
In all ages, the church having this | 
promise, may pray with full assurance | 
of faith, that all its regular gospel pro- |) 

ceedings may be confirmed. For 
where two or three are gathered to- 
gether, for these important purposes, 
in the name of Christ, “There,” says 


ee a 


he, “am I in the midst of them.”— 
Their acts are my acts, their decisions 
are my will, and shall not fail of their 
full effect. 

The faith which receives, without 
doubting, Scripture promises, and 
prays accordingly, is not miraculous, 
begause the promise is given, by the 


ordinary mode of communicating di- 
vine truth; but that faith which arises 
from special revelation or impression, 
must be miraculous, because the prom- 
ise is communicated in a 
manner. 


supernatural 


From the occasion on which the 
words were spoken, from the opinion 
of the best commentators, and from 


| the most natural itnport of the expres- 
| sions, it appears that our Savior could 
have no other faith in view than the 


faith of miracles. Whatsoever things 
any one of you shall desire in prayer, 
| believing, from an extraordinary reve- 
jation or impression upon his mind, 
that God without amy doubt will per- 
form it, the thing, however great or 
uncommon, shall be done. 

This interpretation will be strength- 
ened, by recurring to a few other 
texts. When the disciples had failed 
of curing the lunatic who had a dumb 
spirit, at the time of the transfigura- 
tion, they asked our Lord, why they 
could not cast him out? Matthew 17: 
19. His answer was, “Because of 
your unbelief; for if ye have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to 
this mountain, Remove hence to yon- 
der place, and it shall remove, and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 
This could not be true, unless he had 
meant the faith of miracles. For he 
asserts that if they had the least possi- 
ble degree of faith, they could remove 


| . . . 
the high mountain on which he was 


transfigured, to any distant place; or 
perform any other extraordinary works. 
Every Christian has faith, at least in 
this very small degree; but mountains 
| will not move at his word, and he finds 
many other things utterly impossible. 
Of the faith of miracles he has none; 
and, therefore, these wonderful events 
will not follow his command, or most 
earnest prayer. 

It is probable when the lunatic was 
presented to the disciples, the impres- 
| sion necessary to produce belief was 
made, but their frame of mind was un- 
suited to the exercise of that unwaver- 
ing faith. ‘They were therefore rebu- 
ked, by the denial of the power to ef- 


eat ak 
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his illustrations taken from mirac- 
‘ulous events? If he meant ordinary 
and saving faith, why did he not say, 


fect the cure, as well as by the sharp || < 
reproof of Christ for their unbeliet. 
Thus Peter failed, after our Lord had 
bidden him come e him on the water |) if you have faith asa grain of mustard 
and he had begun to walk with suc- |) seed, it will purify your hearts, over- 
cess. Thus Moses, though he had the | come the world, give you peace in 
express command of God to bring wa- | God, joy in the Holy Ghost and an 
ter out of the rock, and a promise that || | inheritance among them that are sanc- 
the miracle should take place, yet || tified? We can have no better crite- 
spake and acted with such a frame of | rion for judging of the meaning of 











mind, that, notwithstanding the water 
was produced, he was forbidden for 
his fault to enter the promised land. 
His crime was, “He believed not to 
sanctify the Lord before the children 
of Israel.” 

On another occasion the Apostles 
asked our Lord to increase their faith. 
Luke 17:5. His reply was, “If ye 
had faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say to this sycamore tree, be | 
thou plucked up by the roots and be 
thou planted in the sea, and it should 
obey you.” This will not follow at 
the command of every Christian who | 
has faith even in a greater degree than 
“as a grain of mustard seed.” It 
must, therefore, mean faith of a partic- 
ular kind, the faith of miracles. 

It is probable the request for an in- 
crease of faith was made, on an occa- 
sion when they saw the need of mirac- 
ulous faith, er had been discoursing 
upon its importance. The verb is in 
the second indefinite, which might |) 
have been rendered, they had said, at 
some past time, not particularly poin- 
ted out. So the same tense should | 
have been construed, Luke 9: 46, 


oT : ‘ j 
Mhen there arose a reasoning among || 


them.” According to our translation, 
Jesus took the child and reproved them /' 
by it, at the very time when the rea- 
soning which of them should be the | 
greatest took place. Whereas it ap | 
pears from Mark 9:34, that they were | 
reproved in the house at Capernaum; 
but their reasoning took place in the 
way as they came thither. Had the 
expression in Luke been rendered, | 
“There had arisen,” the apparent dis- 
crepance would have been avoided. 
If our Saviour, in these passages, 
nad not intended miraculous faith, why 


words, than the connexion in which 
they sein: 
| Should any say the expressions are 
| proverbial, and mean something dif- 
‘ferent from what the words literally 
agree answer, there a" no appear- 
Our Lord did not say, 
ao" may s say to a mountain or to @ 
| sycamine tree, as would have been the 
| proverbial form; but he pointed to the 
mount of Olives on w hich they were 
the mount of transfiguration 
| Ww hich he had just left,—and to a par- 
| ‘ticular sycamine tree which was » crow- 
1 ing near them. 
| Another text which 
licht on the one before 








—to 


may throw 
| us, is James 
| 5 215, “The prayer of faith shall save 
the sick. a the Lord shall raise bim 
\\ 
tl 
i 


up.” Here I sup pore the same mirac- 
ulous ‘faith is spoken of, but under a 
| limitation which makes it ap p slicable 
| to our tines, as well as to those of 
| miracles. This sense is happ ily ex- 
pressed by Dr. Doddridge. “By the 
prayer of faith I understand such a 
| faith as is founded on some more than 
| ordinary impression, by which God 
| intimated his intention of working a 
miracle.” In this interpretation, Mr. 
i Veal, the continuator of Poole, Lord 
| Barrington, Dr. Scott and others agree. 
| The only difficulty, i in the whole pas- 
| sage is, I think, what is meant by an- 
| ointing the sick with oil. Dr. Coll: ins, 
| Dr Doddridge,and others,think it was 
used as an appointed signal of miracu- 
| lous healing, and not as a medicine. 
| Dr. Doddridge goes sq far as to suppose 
it was not used unless the elders felt 
themselves instigated to do it, by the 
Spirit, in hope of an extraordinary 
cure. 
It is certain this rite was used from 











254 Question Answered. 


the beginning of miraculous eating, | kinds of food. Whatcan be more nat- 
by the apostles. We read, Mark 6: ra , considering these circumstances, 
13, that when they were first sent out, || than the direction given by James? Is 
they “anointed with oil, many that || any sick,—let him call for the elders 
were sick and healed them.” Did || of the church, and let them pray over 
they do this by divire command, as || him, anointing him with oil, making 
a symbol of their miraculous power? || use of the most common remedy; and 
We have no evidence of such a com- | if God sees fit to give the prayer of 
mand. Mark himself, in giving the faith, and, therewith, transfer his hea- 
promise of Christ to enable them to || ling power, this prayer of faith shall 
perform miraculous cures, makes no || save the sick and the Lord shall raise 
mention of this anointing. His words || him up. If his sickness be a punish- 
are,“They shall lay hands on the sick _ for his offences, as was the case 
and they shall recover.” The Apos- | with the Corinthians, they shall be 
tles performed their cures by different | forgiven him. If healing power shall 

| 

| 
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methods, as seemed to them most || not be given, as you must expect in 
proper atthe time. ‘To some they on- |; many instances, it will be denied,— 
ly spoke—on some they laid their || you will still have performed the most 
hands—Paul sent handkerchiefs and || rational and Christian duty of waiting 
aprons from his body—and the sha- || upon Ged in prayer and the use of the 
dow of Peter, it seems, cured those up- || most proper means. 
on whom it fell. Anointing with oil | It is no objection to this interpreta- 
might be sometimes used, as well as a- || tion, that the elders were to anoint in 
ny of these other modes, without a spe- | the name of the Lord. For this ex- 
cial command. It is w ell known that || pression often means no more than to 
friction with oil, was at that time, || act with a properregard to his require- 
much used for those who were sick || ment, and with a sense of our depend- 
with the common diseases of thecoun- || ence upon him. Thus the pious ex- 
try. What is called, the Methodistic |) pression of the prophet, “We will talk 
practice, was then most in vogue: and || in the name of the Lord;” and the 
oi] was an almost constant application. | | promises of eur Saviour, “Where two 
{t has continued to be used, in those || or three are gathered together in my 
countries to the present time. The || name, there am I.” “Whosoever shall 
French, when in Egypt, made great | receive this child, in my name, recei- 
use of it for ‘the plague, but not with || veth me.” ‘Whosoever shall give 
very flattering success; though Mr. || you a cup of water—in my name,—he 
Beldwin, in the same country, had | shall not lose his reward.” If this ex- 
found it to be nearly an infallible rem- | 
edy. | James to us, who do not expect mirac- 

| 

| 


———— 











The Epistle of James was written, || ulous healing, is this. Let the sick 
according to the best computation, a- || person call fer the elders of the church, 
! and let them pray over him, making 

use of the most suitable medicines 


bout thirty years after our Lord’s as- 
cension. At that time, miracles hav- 
ing become less necessary, had become 
less frequent. he Apostles them- | 
selves were not, at all times, able to | 
heal those for whom they were most | 
nearly concerned. Paul acknowledg- | 
es this, in his second Epistle to Tim- | 
othy, by saying, “Trophimus have I | 
left at Miletus, sick.” 

There is no figure more common, 
in language, than that which puts the | 
principal or most common part fer | 


| God and our dependance upon him; 

| and if it be for his glory and the great- 
est good, their petitions shall be gran- 
ted, and the Lord shall raise up the 
sick, and forgive his sins. <A  m- 
portant duty! which never shoud be 
forgotten, by the sick, their friends, 
the elders of the church, or any who 
can perform the service, when they 
cannet be obtained. 


the whole. Thus bread expresses all (To be concluded. 


planation be just, the direction of 


with due regard to the commands of 
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An Inquiry.—New National Society proposed. 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
AN INQUIRY. 
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good evidence of christian character, 
as an examination furnishes? Ought 


It is the injunction of an apostle that || not all to be considered christians, who 
we be always ready to give a reason of || entertain a hope and profess to think 
the hope that is in us, with meekness || they have been born again? 


and fear. Is it not equally important 
that we be always ready to give a rea- 
son of the practice we pursue? Why 
should we pursue any practice, merely 
because others do, without understand- 
ing the reasons in favor of that practice 
rather than the contrary? And are 
there not many practices pursued, 
even in religious matters, the reason 
for which is but little thought of, or at- 
tended to? 

It is a general practice, as far as my 
information extends, among those de- 
nominations who believe in a change of 
heart, to require of candidates for ad- 
mission into the church, and especially 
of candidates for admission into the 
ministry, some account of their chris- 
tian experience. Now, U would ask, 
why this practice should not be laid 
aside? What are the reasons in favor 
of the continuance of this practice? 
Why should not those who ask to be 
received into the church, and express 
their readiness to give assent to the 
church articles and covenant, be recei- 
ved at once, on their application, with- 
out any inquiry into their personal views 
and feelings? _ And why should not 
those who ask to be admitted to the 
christian ministry, and who arealready 
members of the church in full commun- 
ion, and possess the requisite literary 
qualifications, be admitted at once as a 
matter of course? Of what use is the 
examination on christian experience, 
in either case? What evidence do such 
examinations, as they are generally con- 
ducted, afford of the christian character 
ofthe candidate? What candidate for 
admission into the church, is ever rejec- 


ted, on the ground that his examination | 








And especially, why should candi- 
_ dates for admission into the ministry be 
required to pass such an examination? 
Are they not all members, in full com- 
| munion, and in regular standing, in 
some church? And is not this suffi- 
ciént evidence of their christian char- 
|acter? Is it not disrespectful to the 
| church to which they belong, to de- 
cline receiving them on their certifi- 
cate, and proceed to examine them 
anew? What candidate for admis- 
sion into the ministry is ever rejected 
onthe ground that his examination 
does not afford sufficient evidence of 
christian character, provided he has 
the required literary qualifications? 
Who even thinks of making objections 
to the admission of any candidate to a 
licence to preach the gospel, merely be- 
cause he does not give a satisfactory 
account of his christian experience? Is 
not a willingness to enter the ministry 
sufficient evidence of being qualified 
for it Lz. 
=i 


New National Society proposed.—While 
Christianity has reigned on shore, and 
spread her triumphs over Europe and 
America, the Ocean has never been 
brought under her sway. Various and 
multiplied have been the means employ- 
ed for the extension of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom among the inhabitants of the 
‘dry land;” evangelical denominations 
have enlarged their borders, and rapid- 
ly increased their numbers; benevolent 
and pious institutions have started up, 
and almost covered the earth with Bibles, 
Schools, Missionaries, and Religious 
Tracts. In the true sptrit of pious phi- 
lanthropy Chrisiians ef all classes, and 
every sect, with one accord have united 
their energies and made common cause 
against heathenism and idolatry. These 


does not afferd sufficient evidence of || are noble efforts, and worthy of being 


christian character? Who ever thinks 
of making objections to the admission 
of any candidate, on the ground that his 
examination on christian experience 


not a willingness to join the church as 


extended and multipled. But they are 
not the only efforts of Christian benefi- 
cence: while this splendid machinery, 
is extending the means of salvaticn to 


. F || heathen tribes; while so many of the be- 
does not afford sufficient evidence Is | 


nevolent and zealous are consecrating 
their energies and their resources to ex- 








956 Ordinations & Installations.—Utica Tract Society.—Utiea Mis. Depog, 


tend the blessings of the gospel to for- 
eign shores, it is consoling to observe 
that u tender and impulsive concern is 
beginning to operate in behalf of Sea- 
men. In many of our sea-ports, Socie- 
ties have been formed under the influ- 
ence of this feeling, and sufficient has 
lready been done to prove their utility 
and importance. They are yet, howev- 
er, in comparative infancy, and have 
hitherto derived no support from the aids 
which have given strength and influence 
to their great cotemporaries. Few in 
number,and feeble in strength they have 
been nearly overlooked amid the splen- 
dour and interest of these more conspic- 
uous operations. Thus circumscribed 
in their means, and without concert of 
action, their usefulness must continue 
proportionably limited. With no cer- 
tain or legitimate means of support, 
and depending upon the precarious 
bounty of comparitively a few individu- 
als, for the Christian public is not yet 
awake to the importance of this cause, 
these Societies, which are undeniably 
among the most important institutions of 
this age of benevolence, must decline, 
and would probably soon become merely 
nominal. In seeking for some means to 
prevent such result, and to extend the 
usefulness of these valuable associations, 
we have arrived at the conclusion that 
a general union on the prinaples of the 
Bible, Tract, and other conlemporane- 
ous institutions, would secure the desi- 
red object; thus producing a concentra- 
tion of effort, anda unity of action as 
wellas design. It cannot be necessary 
to dwell upon the benefits of such a un- 
ion, as they have already been conclu- 
sively demonstrated in the experience 
of other Societies, Itis our object at this 
time, merely to throw out the suggestion 
in the hope that the friends of the cause 
generally, together with our editorial 
brethren, will take it into consideration, 
and give us an expression of opinion on 
the subject. The plan has been success- 
fully tried by the friends of Seamen in 
England, and we can see no reason why 
we cannot have an ‘‘.4merican Seaman’s 

Friend Society and Bethel Union.’’ 

Mariner’s Magazine. 
—IZIe 

Ordination. —On Wednesday, May 11, 
1825, the Rev. Samvet Porter Storrs, 
was ordained pastor over the first Con- 
gregational Church and society in Exe- 
ter N.Y. 
Charles Wadsworth, Warren; Sermon, 
by Rev. Aaron Putnam, Springfield, from 
Lev.25;9; Consecrating Prayer, by Rey, 


Lf Ja? 1 


Introductory prayer, by Rev. | 


| Silas Parsons, Norwich Society; Charge 
to the Pastor, by Rev. Publius V. Bogue, 
Paris; Right hand of fellowship, by Rev. 

| Jonathan Hovey, Winfield; Charge to the 

| people by Rev. Alpha Miller, Bridge- 
water, Concluding prayer, by Rev. John 
H. Prentice, Hartwick. The performan- 
ces were solemn, appropriate, and affec- 
ting; the singing was highly interesting, 
and reflected honor upon the leader, Mr. 
Leuce, and upon the respectable choir of 
singers. 

Installation. —On Wednesday the 8th 
of June 1825, the Rey. Isaac Newror 
SpraGuk, was installed over the first con- 
gregational church and Society in Sher- 
burne, N.x. Introductory prayer by Elder 
Fulton of the Baptist connexion, Sher- 
burne; sermon, by Rev. Asa Donaldson, 
Guilford, from 1 Pet. 4, 11, ‘If any man 
speak let him speak as the oracles of 
Gop;”’—Installing prayer, by Rev. Mr. 
Wells, Oxford; right hand of fellowship, 
by Rev. Samuel Manning, Second Soci- 
ety in Sherburne; charge to the Pastor, 
by Rev. Edward Andrews, Norwich; 
charge to the people, by Rev. Charles E. 
Avery, Columbus; concluding prayer, by 
Rev. Nathaniel Latham, Hamilton, 
The occasion was deeply interesting in 
view of the long period of time that the 
Society had been destitute of a Pastor 
and their now happy union in Mr. 8. The 
parts performed were instructive, appro- 
priate, and feeling: the singing, under 
the direction of Mr. Marsh, was well se- 
lected, and ably executed. 


tht 


An interesting Anniversary meeting of 
the Utica Tract Society took place at the 
Session Room in this village last Wednesday 
evening; on which occasion, the Society vo 
ted to become auxiliary the American 
Tract Society, lately established at New- 
York.— Western Recorder. 
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Utica Missionary Depository. 


Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from the 
27th June to the 27th July, 1825. 


Litchfield, Norwich Soc. Mon. con. by Dea. B. 
Tool 7 25 


5 
Utica, Mon. con, 8,88; fromthe children in 
the Utiea Union Sab. School for the Bom- 


bay Mission, 16,17; 25 65 
Fairfield, Mon. con. by Rev. Mr. Chassel, 28 00 
Lenox, by a friend of miss. avails of a miss. 

field, 3 00 
Columbus, by Rev. C. E. Avery, 5 00 


Brighton, Monroe Co. from the fem, ed. miss. 
soc. by Mrs. Lydia Colton, sec. 20 @0 
Schoharie, Mon con. in the neighborhood of 
Fox’s Creek, by Mr. Paul Weadman, 
East Bloomfield, from the fem. benev. so. a 
barrel of clothing not estimated, by Mrs. 
Hannah Adams, sec. 


3 00 


Amount in money, $91 36 
ABIJAH ‘THOMAS, Agent. 
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Justina; or, The Wills. a Domestic Story, in 2 wolss 2% | 
The Sketch Book-of: Geoflrey Crayon,,Gent. Fourth American: edition, itt 


two volimes. 


Story of Jack alyard the Sailor Boy, or the Virtuous Family: designed for 
American. Children ih Families and Schools: ‘by William’S. Cardell. i 
Sketches of the Life and Character of Patrick, Henry:' by William Wirt, of 

Richmond, Virginia:: 2d edition, corrected by the auther. | 
‘The: History of England from the. invasion of Julius, Cesar to the death of 


George Ill... A new edition in 9 vols; 


By Hume, Smollett, and Bissett. 


Europe and America, in: 1821, with an Exanmination of the Plan laid before 
the Cortes of Spain, for the recognition of the Independence of South America. . 
Translated from: the French of the Abbe De Pradt:’ by J.D: Williams: in two 


volumes, 


u 


"Female Quixotism;' exhibited in the Roniahtic Opinions and Extravagant 
Adventures of Dorcasina Sheldon, in 2 ‘vols. 

Village Hymns for Social. Worship, selected and original: designed as.a sup- 
plement to Dr. Watts’ ‘Psalms andj ymns: by Asahel Fyaitleton, 2d edition. 


POT EPAS, 


- PRINTERS’ WAREHO USE. 


NHE inconvenience’ of procur ine in the 
_ winter, from NewYork or Philadel hia, 
materials of ‘absdlute necessity in the busi. 
ness, has induced thie’ subscriber to. take a 
commission agency from two of the vest’ type 
founders in the United States, . This arrange- 
ment will enable him fo. sell at. New York 
rices, simply adding freight. 
teohs of adding to their apparatus, can be 
sapplied with founts of new 


BOOK AND JOB TYPE, 


Cuts, .Ornaments, column, single, 


double, and tribte Brass Riles, Com- 
posing Sticks, Chases, Ball Skins, 
Xe. ¥e. 


PRINTING INK. 


One Ton.of the various qualities of News 
and bovk Ink, from No. 1,2, 2.1-2, 3, to 4; 


Manufacture 


Printers de... 


pet up in tight, small kegs, from 10 to 100 
pounds each; both of Wells’ and Prout’s 


Prices: are. from. 3U-cents to 
4l per pound. 


Printing: Paper: 


Post, _Cap, Pot, Crown, Demy, Medium, 
Small’ Royai, Royal, Super Royal, Imperial, 
and Elephant Paper, of a variety of qualities. 


PRESS AND BONNET PAPER. 


Book Binders’ Board, marble and 
colored. Paper, Gold Leaf, Binders? 
Twine, Page Cords, Morocco, Tvory 
and Bone Folders. 

An aimost eyery other item used either 
in the Printing or Book Binding business. 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 


No. 60, Genesee Street. 
Dec; 14,182% 97tE 


eer 


Religious. Tract Depository. 


HE:..New York: Religious Tract Soezery the prices-aré $0 very low that nothing of the 
have ae a consignmeut to: William: Kind ia market can compete with them, 


iliams, of 


25,000. Tracts 
AND 
Children? 8. Toy Books, 


Assorted. 


They w vill keep constantly ; 
Utica, a supply of ail the varieties which th: 
publish, The character of theit Tracts an 


— pone’ as p- p- Books : cents. . 


of do. da. 

Dozen .,, ‘8 do. 17 : 2 do. 
ae Sy ae do: 35° do. + 

Hand... 5, 16.. °° do. 137 1s2do. 

SOY a ke SZ 40.275 . do. 


Orders Sans a distance’ will ij 


carefully 


at his store in P2eked and forwarded by the earliest. cons 


veyances. 


Postage: on’all, orders. anes five dollare, 


Children’s Books are too well known to the will be charged. 


ublic to ueéd further tecommendation; and 


‘August; 1825. 








t BAC .US’ SERMONS. 


Just pablished; and forsale by WILLIAM WILLIAMS, No. 60, Genesee 
_ street, Utica, price $2 50, well bound and lettered, “Sernions on important 
subjects, by the late Rev. Azex Backus, S. T: D. first President of Hamil: 
ton College: To which is prefixed a Sketch of the Life.of the Author.’ 
The following notice of the above work, is from the Editor of the Western Reoorder. 
_ Br, Backus’ Sermons.—@ur readers will be. gratified to learn, that Dr. Betxus’ 
Sermons have at length been issued from the.press. The Sermons are’thirty-one 
"in number, and including: an interesting Sketch of the Author’s Life, which is un- 
derstood to have been furnished by the able pen of Dr: Cazsren, of Albany: they 
constitute a volume of 346 pages, octavo. a ‘ : 

To the acquaintances of Dr. Backts, who are certainly very numerous, nothing 
else need be said of the character of his sermons, than thatthey largely of 
the piety, strength and originality of the author’s mind, They w Otsntended for 
polished essays, which are always more guitable for the literary cabinet than for the 
pulpit. Most of them were addressed to a plain and comparatively obscure con- 
gregation, whose moral and religious state suggested the theme of discourse, 
and the manner of treating it. ) ) 

In point of literature, the Doctor's style was often negligent toa fault. “But the 
truth: is, that he was too intent ots the spirit.of his message; and the momentous 
consequences attached to it, to admit of his pruning and polishing as he went along; 
and when bie sermon was once written, it was not always easy to-bring the minu- 
ter and the less important rules of rhetoric to bear upon it, without. deducting 
more from the. strength and originality of the compesition, than could well be 
spared. The Doct. seemed to be fully aware of this fact; and his sermons, at 
Jeast in our-view, ate rendered doubly.interesting by the circumstance. _ 

The art of fne writing should. not only be fully acquired, but it should become 
second nature, to the man.who would employ it to adyantage “in sermonizing,— 

| A preacher who feels: the worth of souls,-who is Pe 
“eonscious of his awful cha 





And anxious mainly, that thé flock he feeds ; \ 
May feel it too,” - : 


will fied little leisure or inclination for *he selection of tropes‘or the polishing of 
periods.. He must first bestow the deepest reflection on his'stbject; and then un- 
: der the full influence of the meaning and spirit of his message, he-must give itter- 
, ance for the. most part in such languageas his acquired habits will readily admit of. 
| This was Doct. B’s precise method, His discoursesias might be expected, are 
) unequal. Yet, they are always imbued with the spirit of deep solemnity. “They 
contain important matter, set forth for the most part ina plain and perspicuous 
manner, under the advantage of familiar, but striking and forcible illustrations. 
They. partake largely of. the. peculiar genius of their authot; and not unfrequently 
display the: decided marks of originality. And, though the most glowing thoughts 
of the preacher occureed to him at the momient. of delivery, and, of course 
were never written; yet the sentiments which suggested them.are ‘still before us, 

‘and are usually presented in the strong features of impassioned eloquence. 

As to the sketch of the Author’s life prefixed te the sermon, it .may suffice for 
the present to say, that though it is a hasty production, as ite author seems fully 
aware; and though it was written at different-periods; and of ‘course will dppear 
somewhat desultory in manner; . it.nevertheless bears strong marks of feeling and 
taste: and portrays the character of Doct. B. ‘with the greatest fidelity. 


' 





JOB PRINTING. | 


THE Subscriber having sold the establishment of the Urica Santivex, will de- 
vote his attention more particijlarly te the Printing of 3» 


Books, Pamphlets, Handbills, Blanks, Cards, 


ke. &c. . His establishment has recently received such additions of ORNAMENT- 
AL and other Type, and having in his employ a great number of hands, he will 
be enabled to execute every description of Pt 


BOOK AND JOB PRINTING, | 
with neatness and accuracy, and with greater despatch, probably, than at any other 
Printing Office west of Albany. July Ist, 1825. - "WM. WELELLAMS. 
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